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Senate to take action 


Professors supporting 
work to rule speak at 


senate meeting 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
Contributing Reporter 


With the NECC Student 
Senate eager to support work to 
tule, members of the NECC 
Professional Association took 
time to speak at a recent senate 
meeting Wednesday, April 6. 


As the year is winding down, 
the Student Senate is preparing 
to take action against Governor 
Mitt Romney’s recent veto of the 
teacher pay raise contracts. The 
burden that the faculty is facing 
from the veto, however, is not 
new. It has only gotten worse 
over time. And now, the lack of 
funding contracts has escalated 
to the point where it is directly 
affecting the college and making 
an impact on students financial- 
ly. 
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Faculty at NECC ran a bake sale to support a $750 scholarship, while 
doing some informational picketing all over the Haverhill campus, on 
Friday, April 8. 


See story, page 7 


being slowly strangled by the 
past few governors and that was 
objectively supported by the 
Senate Task Force, showing that 
public high ed. has lost 32.6 per- 
cent of its funding in the last 
four years" said Peter Flynn 
president of the NECC 
Professional Association and 
behavioral science professor. 
"Prospective faculty are 
being driven away," said Elaine 
Almquist, executive officer of 
the Student Senate, in a proposal 
discussing the Student. Senate's 


. NECC's,hiring procedures account-. 
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Enrollment 
on decline 


Administration says 
location and space 


are likely factors 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


As faculty at Northern Essex 
worry about the school’s declining 
enrollment number, many hold 


able for the decrease in enrollment. 
Meanwhile, top administration have 
a completely different problem, and 
solution, in mind. 

“IT am aware of the declining 
enrollment issue at Northern Essex 
and am concerned about this issue,” 
said NECC English Professor Joe 
LeBlanc in a recent email. “We 
have slipped to eighth place in the 
state [out of 15].” 

“Our numbers are not increas- 
ing. Our numbers have leveled off,” 
said Paul Bevilacqua, vice president 
of academic affairs at Northern 
Essex. “One of the things that's 
holding us back is that we don't have 
adequate space in Lawrence... 
We're incredibly hand-strung by the 
lack of space at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. We've tried to build a health 
cluster in Lawrence, and the lack of 
adequate space there is a significant 
constraint. If you went to North 
Shore Community College... or if 
you went to Middlesex Community 


plan. "Faculty are participating 
in no activity that is not contrac- 
tually demanded of them, and 
therefore students and the col- 
lege are losing out. 

Faculty are no longer spend- 
ing time to write grants for their 
departments. Faculty are no 
longer attending professional 
conferences to learn new materi- 
als or teaching techniques. 
Faculty participation in club 
advising is low. Students will no 
longer receive annual awards 
from the Math and English 


College... look at the space they 
have. It's tough to grow without 
space. A lot of people say, "Well, 
look, you've got this time between 
one and five in the afternoon where 
you could put a lot of classes in.' 
That's absolutely true. Now all we 
have to do is find somebody to come 
to school between one and five in 
the afternoon on a_ consistent 
basis... We could expand the Health 
programs substantially if we had the 
space. Now, we're trying to build a 
new building in Lawrence. We're 
trying to get the space we need to 
expand our Health programs... We 
are expanding our Medial Assistant 
program in the fall, so there will be 
another 15 to 20 students in that pro- 
gram by providing an even option.” 

One of the biggest factors in 
NECC's” declining enrollment, 
Bevilacqua suggests, is the impact 
Lucent Technology has made at 
Northern Essex. 

“Until about three or four years 
ago, we had a large number... six or 
seven hundred people, who came 
from Lucent Technology. We were 
providing them with in-service 
training. And they were taking cred- 
it courses. That's gone. When we 
lost Lucent students, we lost four or 
five hundred _ students,” said 
Bevilacqua. “If we've held our own, 
that means we made up for that loss, 
but we didn't get to go beyond it. 


See Enrollment page 6 


against Romney 


Department to be used on 
resumes." 

According to the student 
senate proposal, the club plans to 
create a letter to send to 
Romney. With it will be an 
accompanying petition signed by 
students, giving them an oppor- 
tunity to let their voices be heard 
by the Governor. 

"There is already an increase 
in tuition... the school has no 
choice," said Almquist "That's 
not public higher education, 
that's private." 
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More publicity for 
scholarships | 


The end of the school year is 
charging head first in our direc- 
tion and that means that scholar- 
ships are coming out in full force 
for students to apply for either 
for their next semester at NECC 
or for when they transfer to a 
more expensive four-year school. 

Money is very tight for stu- 
dents and their parents during the 
college years and usually after- 
wards with loans. Many students 
depend on the money granted to 
them through scholarships, but at 
NECC these students are not 
aware of the many scholarships 
the school has to offer. 

Year after year the school has 
a leftover of scholarships 
because students have failed to 
fill them out, partly because we 


don’t know that they exist. The 
college should advertise around 
the school the types of scholar- 
ships it has to offer especially to 
get the students more aware and 
that they can save 
money on this huge investment 


informed 


in their lives. 

The only scholarship being 
advertised right now on bulletin 
boards around the school is the 
Spurk scholarship. In the finan- 
cial aid office there are only a 
select few hanging on the'wall. 

After doing some research, a 
variety of scholarships were 
found right on the college’s web- 
site ranging from Women’s 
Scholarships to Corporate 
Scholarships. There are an abun- 
dance of scholarships that NECC 
offer; students just need to be 
notified, even if they are just 
hanging on the bulletin board, 
they will surely notice it. 
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How do you feel about departments 
cancelling student award ceremonies 


Ray La France, Radiology 


“T think it’s kind of selfish... [if] this 
is their way of enforcing the issue, I 
don’t see how it’s going to help.” 


because of Work to Rule action? 


Laura Fedele, Chemistry 


“J don’t see how not doing these 
[awards] will affect Romney’s stand- 
ing on it. I don’t think he’s going to 
care.” ; 


James Phelps, Creative Writing 


“T’m unhappy about it, but I sympa- 
thize with the teachers. So, in the 
end, I blame Romney.” 


Photos/Interviews by Dustin Luca 


Claire Dube, General Studies 


“If you work hard enough, you 
should get [an award]. That’s not 
right.” 


Ray Kenyon, Undeclared 


“T’m with the teachers. I think 


Romney is a boob.” 


Kyle Sloane, Undeclared 


“T’m not happy. about it. It’s not 
showing a very good relationship 
with their students.” 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


If you have jury duty, participa- 
tion is an obligation of citizenship. 
You probably already know this, but 
if you’re like most people, you may 
not know about your employer’s 
obligation to you. The answer may 
surprise you. 


April 13, 2005 


Consider the following scenario. 
Joe Workenstiff, who has a job down 
at the factory, informs Mr. Bossman 
of upcoming jury duty on Friday. 
Bossman reassures Workenstiff, “No 
problem, do your jury duty on Friday 
and report to work on Saturday to 
make up the hours.” Is Bossman in 
compliance with the law? 

Ask any five people and you’ll 
get five different answers. The reason 
for the confusion stems from each 


state deciding its own rules. But in 
Massachusetts, the law is clear and 
unequivocal. Your employer must 
pay you. This means that Bossman 
must pay Workenstiff and not merely 
allow him a day off without pay- 
which can be “made up” later. 

But what about part-time 
employees or contract workers? Can 
an employer wiggle out of paying? 
(Northern Essex DCE profs take 
note). If the assigned jury duty falls 


Know your rights regarding J ury Duty 


on the day of one’s regularly sched- 
uled work hours, then the employer 
must pay for jury duty. In the rare 
instance that a trial lasts more than 
three days, the state then takes over 
payment at the rate of fifty dollars 
per day. 

Employers often and convenient- 
ly “forget” about their obligations 
regarding jury duty, or are sometimes 
genuinely confused about it. They 
may need reminding- politely of 


course- not only of their obligation to 
you, but of the penalty for refusal to 
comply: triple payment plus attor- 
ney’s fees. It’s the law. 

To check this out for yourself, 
Google the following: Massachusetts 
General Laws, jury duty, compensa- 
tion. 


Professor Mark Palermo teaches in 
the ESL Department. 


Reflecting the loss of two professors 


Dear Editor: 


I am an alumnus of NECC (Class of ‘80) 
and have joined the faculty this year as a part- 
time instructor of geography. It’s been great 
running into - and, in some cases - working 
with some of my former professors. 

I was therefore saddened recently to learn 
of the deaths of two of my former professors - 
within one month of each other at that. Andy 
Woolf was my instructor for American litera- 


Connelly” as we called him) was my instructor 
for English Composition [II and Public 
Speaking. 

Andy Woolf was an intelligent, thought- 
ful, laid back instructor who always had a story 
to share, especially when it came to his beloved 
fiddling. Literature was never my best subject, 
but Andy helped me overcome my inhibitions - 
so much so that I ended up doing much better 
in his course than I thought I ever would. Andy 
had lots of patience and was always encourag- 


submitted to him as a homework assignment 
had zero chances of becoming “poem of the 
month” anywhere on the face of the earth, Andy 
would always find something positive to say 
about it and make tactful suggestions for 
improvement. 

Dr. Eugene Connolly was witty, learned 
and a pure joy to know. His tradition of begin- 
ning a new class on the first day of the semes- 
ter with the story of Ali Baba and the forty 
thieves was a great ice-breaker. His easygoing 


about getting up in front of the class and speak- 
ing. Actually, he even took us into the campus 
television studio and not only did we have to 
give our speeches in front of our classmates, 
but into a television camera as well! Doc 
Connolly made it all palatable. When he told 
us that he had to have his gall bladder removed, 
we all thought, “How could that happen to a 
nice guy like you.” 


Richard Padova, NECC ‘80 


ture, and Dr. 


Eugene Connolly (“Doc 


ing his students to do their best. Even if a poem 


personality allayed any fears from students 


Faculty member, Geography 


Canceling Student Awards Ceremony 


Dear Editor: 


We regret to announce that the 
Departments of Behavioral 
‘Sciences, English and Foreign 
Languages, and History, 


Government and Philosophy will 


not be presenting Student Awards 
this year. This decision is in sup- 
port of the Northern’ Essex 
Community College Professional 
Association’s Work to Rule action, 
which is protesting the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ 
lack of support for public higher 


_ education. 


This was a painful decision for 
all three departments. Helping stu- 
dents to learn and excel is our mis- 
sion and award ceremonies are 
among the most joyous occasions 
for faculty, students, and staff. 
Unfortunately, however, these are 


difficult times that call for strong 
action. : 

The Commonwealth has cut the 
budget for its public colleges dras- 
tically over the last few years: 
almost 33 percent between 2001 
and 2004. As\a result, NECC has 


had to raise student fees and: 


increase the size of classes. In 
addition, faculty and professional 
staff have been without a contract- 
and any increase in compensation- 
for almost three years. In an 
attempt to help the Commonwealth 
deal with difficult economic times, 
we agreed to a one year contract 
extension with a small (about one 
percent) raise in the summer of 
2002 but the Massachusetts 
Governor and Legislature still have 
not provided funds for this. 

To some extent, of course, this 
is about money. Like all citizens, 


publish all letters, we reserve the 


we have bills to pay, family to take 
care of, and the cost of living is ris- 
ing. A one percent raise over a 
period of three years hardly seems 
to be asking too much. On. the 
other hand, nobody works in public 
higher education to get rich. 
Instead, we enjoy the much deeper 
compensation that comes from 
helping students grow and pursue 
their dreams. This sense of fulfill- 
ment is so powerful, that almost all 
the faculty, staff, and administra- 
tors that we know regularly work 
many more hours than they are paid 
for. : 

In fact, this unpaid labor is the 
fuel that keeps our college going in 
a state that consistently under funds 
public higher education. The ques- 
tion is, will the Commonwealth 
nurture this altruism or exploit it? 
The answer over the last few years 


is clear. The problem is that if you 
take people for granted too long, 
they become angry and cynical and 
their altruism dies. This is the situ- 
ation we are now approaching. 

Thus it is in the long-term inter- 
ests of all constituencies at NECC 
that we take a clear stand now, even 
if it involves short-term pain. Work 
to Rule means that faculty and pro- 
fessional staff will meet their oblig- 
ations under the contract, but not 
do anything extra. Student Awards 
are not contractually required. 
Perhaps faculty, students, and staff 
should take the time that would 
have gone into awards and spend it 
contacting the governor and legis- 
lature about this issue. 

We look forward to a time when 
the Commonwealth restores the 
cuts in our budget, funds modest 
raises that were promised three 


years ago, and negotiates a new 
contract with faculty and profes- 
sional staff. We look forward to 
returning to more normal patterns 
of work where we can give our all 
to students without feeling like we 
are being exploited. And we look 
forward to the return of Student 
Award ceremonies where we can all 
celebrate the work that this college 
should be able to concentrate on: 
student education. 


Professor Bonnie Flythe, Chair, 
Behavioral Sciences Department 
Professor Suzanne Van Wert, 
Chair, English and Foreign 
Languages Department 

Professor William Heineman, 
Chair, History, Government, and 
Philosophy Department 


Correcting coverage of 
NECCPA meeting 


Dear Editor: 


Last issue’s front page gave excel- 
lent coverage to two important stories. 
The problems of faculty and profes- 
sional staff contracts and compensa- 
tion are extremely complicated, and 
it’s not surprising that the reporter 
covering the heated debate at the 
NECCPA meeting made a couple of 
errors, specifically in the three places 
where I am quoted. One is simply a 
misattribution, I think: someone else 
advocated boycotting Professional 
Day, although I expect to join whatev- 
er action the union agrees on. 

The reporter got my remark about 
the signs announcing the cancellation 
of English, History and Behavioral 
Science Awards exactly right—except 
that I included the information that the 
idea came form C.J. Crivaro. I’m sure 
you'll be covering more about this 
story, which particularly affects stu- 


dents. It’s a mark of how much 
above-and-beyond the contract work 
the NECC faculty and professional 
staff have done as a matter of course; 
we regret that this work can only be 
recognized by stopping. 

Finally, I puzzled over the first 
remark attributed to me, until I sud- 
denly realized what had happened. 
I’m quoted as saying, “He’s been a 
long-range bad president,” apparently 
referring to David Hartleb. This was 
in the context of a discussion about the 
funding contractually owed points, 
which will need to be funded annually 
in order for salaries to maintain the 
75th percentile level with comparable 
states that was negotiated with our 
reclassification six years ago. The 
governor and the legislature have so 
far failed to fund the points after the 
first year, always on the basis of tech- 
nicalities for which they themselves 
are responsible. The governor, who 


would clearly like to abolish public 
higher education in Massachusetts in 
favor of the private colleges and uni- 
versities run by his friends and 
appointees, has pushed for each col- 
lege to fund the annual points out of 
its own budget. Some of us waiting 
for years for our legitimate money are 
also willing to pressure the college 
presidents to pay up, but in my opin- 
ion, that gives us a short-range advan- 
tage with a long-range disaster; ever 
less public money devoted to public 
higher ed, and higher fees and tuition 
for students or cuts in services and 
staff. So I did indeed say, “it’s a long- 
range bad PRECEDENT.” 


Thanks for covering these compli- 
cated issues. 


Priscilla B. Bellairs, Professor, 
Dept. of English and Foreign 
Languages 
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Extreme mourning for the Pope 


How long do people 
need to mourn the 
death of a pope? 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


It’s been 
; quite a few 
days now, and 
I’m still hear- 
ing about the 
Pope’s death 
on the televi- 
sion, on the 
radio and 
" reading about 
it in newspapers. I understand he 
was some kind of great man, a leader 
of the Catholic Religion. But 
frankly, I’m tired of hearing about it. 

The Pope was over 80-years-old. 
People act as though it’s some big 
surprise that he passed away. We’re 
born, grow old and then we die; it’s 
all part of the human existence. Did 
they expect him to live forever? 
It’s not like there aren’t hundreds of 
priest waiting in line to take his place 
and continue their wealthy leadership 
of the Vatican. 

Do I sound bitter, heartless? I 


Co-sponsored by Student Senate. 


ae 


don’t think so. I was raised 
Catholic, even did my time going to 
a Catholic school for six years. I 
gave that all up a long time ago. I 
got tired of the constant hypocrisy of 
the Catholic religion. They changed 
the rules of the religion -so many 
times, I didn’t know what was right 
or wrong anymore. 

There’s also the fact that the 
church constantly preached about 
giving to the poor and how God lived 
a simple existence. Yet we see the 


the wrongdoings of the church and 
the Vatican is being spiteful? Heck 
all they’d have to do is go in the 
basement of the Vatican and pick out 
a painting or two and sell it, that 
would solve their money problems 
right there. 

In all honesty according to the 
Bible, which was drilled in my head 
each day while attending this school, 
I think Jesus Christ would be 
shocked and saddened at the out- 
come of his teachings, especially at 


Ty eae aes 

People need to remeber that the pope 
was just a man, he didn’t perform mir- 
acles, cure aids and he isn’t going to rise 
from the dead ina few days. _ 


wealth of the Vatican, probably one 
of the wealthiest organizations in the 
world. 

They have the nerve to cry 
poverty because of the priest scan- 
dals so they have been closing local 
churches. Are they doing it because 
they can’t afford to keep them open, 
or they’re just ticked off because 
people are starting to speak out about 


the wealth that has been collected 


under his name for hundreds of 


years. 

_ People need to remember the 
Pope was just a man, nothing more. 
He didn’t perform miracles, he didn’t 
invent the cure for AIDs and he isn’t 
going to rise from the dead in a few 
days. We’re glorifying a man that is 
head of a certain religion. 


PLAN kK 


Sponsored by College Life: Student Activities & Orientation Pepa 


Orientation at 978-738-741 7. 


This country has gone as far as 
lowering its flags for a period of 
time. Making the state-run colleges, 
like this one, lower theirs as well. 
Aren’t we supposed to keep religion 
and the state separate? Yes, he was 
some dignitary, but do we do this 
when every dignitary dies, or just for 
the popular, well-known ones? 


for more information, contact Student Activities & 


To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978-556-3897 (V/ TTY). 


I’m not trying to be disrespectful 
of the man’s death, but I just hate the 
idea that we’re making such a big 
deal over this and my country’s flag 
is lowered because of religious pur- 
poses when the fact is this country is 
a melting pot of all kinds of cultures 
and religions and we shouldn’t glori- 
fy one over the other. 


oe 
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Problems of binge drinking start not in 
college, but in community 


By Lucy KAFANOV 
KRT 


(KRT) The recent St. Patrick’s Day holi- 
day may have encouraged benders across cam- 
puses in every state, but a new study shows 
that a college’s location can actually influence 
binge-drinking rates. 

A recent study by the Harvard School of 
Public Health and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention found that state laws 
and policies related to alcoholic consumption 
as well as adult binge-drinking rates influence 
student drinking patterns. 

“Binge drinking is typically defined as five 
or more drinks on one occasion for a man and 
four or more for a woman, and is responsible 
for over half of the alcohol attributed deaths in 
the U.S.,” said Dr. Robert D. Brewer, one of 
the study’s authors and Alcohol Team Leader 
in the CDC’s National Center for Chronic 
Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. 

“Tt’s been widely reported that binge drink- 
ing is a very common problem on college cam- 
puses,” Brewer said. But “it’s also quite a com- 
mon problem in the general population ... and 
what motivated our study was to look at the 
relationship between these rates.” 

“What we discovered is that a student who 
goes to school in a state with fewer adult binge 
drinkers is less likely to be a binge drinker,” 
said Toben F. Nelson of the Harvard School of 
Public Health College Alcohol Study. “The 
good news is that if more states and communi- 
ties take relatively straightforward actions _ 
such as enacting laws that discourage high vol- 
ume sales _ they could see fewer drinking 
problems on college campuses and in their 


broader populations as well.” 

The study, published in the March 2005 
issue of the American Journal of Public Health, 
found the rate of binge drinking among college 
students to be 32 percent lower in the states 
with the lowest rates of adult binge drinking, 
compared to those with the highest. The study 
also found student binge drinking rates to be 31 
percent lower in seven states that had four or 
more laws that target high volume sales of 
alcohol. 

Most states have enacted a variety of laws 
that seek to limit excessive drinking. For 
example, all states make driving with a blood 
alcohol concentration at or above .08 percent 


restrictions with the exception of Happy Hour, 
has the eighth lowest adult rate of drinking and 
the fourth lowest student rate of binge drink- 
ing. Conversely, Wisconsin, which has the 
highest rate of adult binge drinking, also has 
the second highest rate of student binge drink- 
ing, according to the study. 

It’s no surprise that state laws that seek to 
limit consumption among residents also impact 
college student drinking patterns, since most 
drinking takes place off campus, says Dr. 
Timothy S. Naimi of the Alcohol Team in the 
CDC’s National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion. 

“Basically, having programs to reduce 


if more states and communities take relatively 


straightforward actions, they could see fewer 
drinking problems on college campuses 


Toben F. Nelson 


illegal. As an additional measure, 23 states 
require registration of kegs including several 


states found to have the lowest binge drinking - 


rates such as California, Idaho, New Mexico, 
and Georgia. Happy Hour restrictions have 
been put in place by 22 states, while other 
states restrict open containers, beer sold in 
pitchers, or advertising of alcohol. (Alcohol- 
related laws broken down by state can be found 
on the Mothers Against Drunk Driving Web 
site, www.madd.org.) 

For example, Georgia, which has the above 
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binge drinking on college campuses in the 
absence of broad-based community interven- 
tions to do likewise may be a bit like rearrang- 
ing deck chairs on the Titanic,” Naimi said. 
Binge drinking comes with some very seri- 
ous consequences. It is associated with more 
than 75,000 annual alcohol-related deaths in 
the U.S., and can lead to car accidents, rape 
and unintended pregnancy. A 2002 study by the 
federally supported Task Force on College 
Drinking estimated that 1,400 college students 
are killed annually in alcohol-related accidents, 


The UPS 
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and that alcohol contributes to 500,000 annual 
injuries and 70,000 cases of sexual assault or 
rape. 

The financial costs add up as well. 
According to the study, each year students 
spend $5.5 billion on alcohol. This is more 
than the amount students spend annually on 
soft drinks, tea, milk, juice and coffee com- 
bined. 

“What we hoped would come out of this is 
that people would start looking at a variety of 
different policies that we have good reason to 
believe would be effective in reducing binge 
drinking so that were not encouraging college 
students but also the rest of the population to 
drink excessively,” Brewer said. 

Some of the policies he named included 
things like alcohol excise taxes, the enforce- 
ment of minimum drinking age laws, “reason- 
able” limits on the number of bars and liquor 
stores in the community, bartending practices 
and so forth. 

Some schools are already taking notice. 
Nancy I. Mathews, executive director for the 
Campus-Community Coalition for Change at 
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, 
said that she was aware of the study and that 
her school was working to encourage state and 
local lawmakers to establish stronger restric- 
tions on the promotion of drink specials that 
encourage binge drinking. 

“Male students under age 21 continue to be 
most easily influenced by the alcohol culture in 
Louisiana,” Mathews said. “Students not only 
have learned to drink in their hometowns, but 
Louisiana law permits them to enter into 
under-regulated bars before they are age 21. 
Furthermore, bars tempt university students 
with low-cost drink promotions late at night.” 


Ky 1,500 Le 


Program| |N COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


Apply Online: www.upsjobs.com 


Visit The UPS Employment Office In The Career Development Center 


Haverhill Campus « C Building « 3" Floor * Room 300 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11 AM to 1 PM + Wednesdays Noon to 2 PM 


or 


Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS brandmark are registered trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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The final project is a big one; 
group plans job fair for NEC 


A team effort and 


plenty of planning to 
organize event 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Students are teaming up to help 
bring the fifth annual Hospitality 
Job Fair to Northern Essex. As part 
of their final project, the students 
from Professor Sandy Kauffman’s 
event and conference planning 
class, Business 
Management/Hospitality students 
must work in groups to put the job 
fair into action. 

“There are a bunch of different 
committees to help put [the job 
fair] together,” said student Elke 
Crawford. 

Some of these committees 
include the decoration committee 
who decorate tables for the differ- 
ent companies the job fair is host- 
ing. The t-shirt committee created 
t-shirts for the different companies 
to wear and another group has to 
set up a “break-out” room, a room 
where the people representing the 


companies to rest and enjoy 
refreshments. 

“We also had to send out the 
invitations to and information 


packets to the venders and call dif- 
ferent companies,” said student 
Karen Purple. 

For all this to be possible, each 
group needed its own funding, 
which they got with their own hard 
work through fundraising. 

“Our budget came from the 
fundraisers we held, from raffles to 
bake sales,” said student Edith 
Gomez. 

These students aren’t just 
putting this event together for a 
grade but also to inspire and get 
other students aware of what this 
major has to offer. 

“We need to get student’s 
awareness and to give them infor- 
mation because people have got 
jobs through these job fairs,” said 
Gomez. 

“Students should come with 


their resumes because different 
companies will be hiring on the 
spot,” Student Nancy Begin added. 

The purpose of job fairs held at 
NECC are to get students recog- 
nized by the companies that come, 
so students can network, get more 
information about a certain career 
or even begin one. This event is 
completing created by the students 
of the class. 

“This is a hands-on class where 
the students apply what they learn. 
Through out the semester they 
work on little events and then they 
get to the big event, the job fair. 
They do all the work,” said 
Kauffman. 

The students have gained a lot 
through the teachings of their major 
especially in Kauffman’s class. 

“Now we know what’s really 
involved [in this job]. There is 
more than one task. The group has 
to split the responsibilities. Not 
one person can do all the work. 
You need a team for every event 
planning or anything else,” said 
Crawford. 

Gomez explains all the hard 
work they put into all their events. 

“We meet as a group, we decide 
the jobs, we organize and we get to 
all the details.” 

“We also work with the admin- 
istration to promote our events. We 
need the approval and signature to 
hang out signs, for room space, to 
use certain materials, such as the 
grill and for the use of any other 
facility. It takes time to put into 
action,” Purple said 

“It’s not just planning a little 
child’s birthday party. It takes time 
and management,” Crawford said. 

There hard work is paying off. 
By writing the invitations as well as 
over 60 letters to area businesses in 
the industry and making many 
phone calls, these students have, 
for right now, already 15 tables for 
different vendors. The list of ven- 
dors includes David’s Bridal, the 
Spirit of Boston, Red Roof Inn, the 
Charles Hotel, Staybridge Suites, a 
function hall called Promises to 
Keep, UPS, Canobie Lake Park, 
The Chamber of Commerce of 
Haverhill and more. 


Pp 


First row: Neal Devlin, Jenn Cottis, Elke Crawford, Nancy Begin and Karen Purple. 
Second row: Edith Gomez and Tatjana Bobr, the group helping to bring the job 


fair to NECC students. 


Four-year colleges have also 
been contacted to represent them- 
selves at the fair, such as UMass 


Lowell, ‘UMass Amherst, 
University of Southern New . 
Hampshire, Johnson & Wales 


University and Endicott College. 

The students in this class have 
learned so much and will take their 
NECC education with them to 
whatever path in life they choose. 

“T have learned to be interper- 
sonal and how to interact with peo- 
ple,” said Tatjana Bobr. 


These skills will help her 
achieve her goal of going back to 
her home land of Russia and work 
for a hotel. 

“In Russia tourism and hospi- 
tality is not that big; it’s still devel- 
oping. Their attitude is ‘if the cus- 
tomer needs it he will find it’ or 
‘you get what I offer.” When I go 
back I want to work at a hotel and 
change the attitude. I want to be 
consumer friendly and show the 
other side,” explained Bobr. 

Bobr has a big goal that she 


wants to achieve and this job fair is 
for those who also want to achieve 
their dreams within this industry. 

“We want to invite everyone of 
all majors,” said Begin. 

“Hospitality can lead to many 
other things,” added Student Neal 
Devlin. 

The Hospitality Job Fair will be 
held Wednesday,. April 27 between 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the C-building 
lobby. 


Enrollment drop upsets full-time faculty 


Continued from Page 1 


There’s no other college in the com- 
monwealth that I know of that got hit 
that way by a single source of poten- 
tial students... The tech boom meant a 
lot of industry that was hiring a lot of 
our webpage designers or people that 
were going to work in networks and 
related fields-[companies] aren't hir- 
ing them. They've laid off [employ- 
ees], or have left the area. As a con- 
sequence of that, there are fewer jobs 
available and students see that.” 

Bevilacqua also suggests that 
location has a considerable effect on 
enrollment. 

“We're in the northeast part of the 
state. This area in particular has had a 
loss of... people in the age group of 
something along the lines of 18 to 29. 
It's a big chunk of our population,” 
said Bevilacqua, adding that competi- 
tion plays a certain effect in the num- 
ber of students that come to Northern 


Essex. “The competition is 
Middlesex on one hand, North Shore 
in the other, we have the New 
Hampshire colleges... there's a lot of 
people competing for a smaller audi- 
ence of potential students.” 

Some faculty 
at Northern Essex, 
however, think 
that the problem 
behind a decrease 
in enrollment 
stems not from 
demographics and 
local. corporate 
impact, but instead 
in the hiring deci- 
sions the college is 
making. 

“In my view, this college contin- 
ues to overuse adjuncts at its peril,” 
said LeBlanc. “Full-time faculty are 
the heart of any college or university. 
Years from now, students are likely to 
remember wonderful teachers who 
made a difference in their lives.” 


“We have a lot of part-time facul- 
ty who are great people, great facul- 
ty... but [the college has] spent so 
much money on part-time faculty, that 
now they're teaching 60 percent of the 
classes,” said Peter Flynn, behavioral 


C6 ty “yas 


Our numbers are not increasing. Our 
numbers have leveled. 
-Paul Bevilacqua 
Vice President, Academic Affairs 


science professor at NECC and presi- 
dent of the NECC Professional 
Association. “And they're great folks, 
but they've gotta leave... They ‘just 
can't do everything a full-time faculty 
member does.” 

Many professors at Northern 
Essex hold NECC's recent history of 


hiring more part-time faculty than 
full-time faculty accountable for the 
school's slow decline in popularity. 
However, while part-time faculty may 
be just as qualified as full-time facul- 
ty are, the difference in pay does not 
justify the reason to 
select part-time facul- 
favorites, 
according to Flynn. 
“Part-time facul- 
ty come and go with- 
out any further oblig- 
ation to serve on 
committees or to 
‘engage in curriculum 
development,” said 
Flynn in a_ recent 
Student Senate meeting. “They are 
only paid for the course. What's hap- 
pened with the tremendous growth of 
part-time faculty is that part-time fac- 
ulty no longer have an office neces- 
sarily... It's not the most comfortable 
situation for them... And now we're 
told by Mark Andrews [Vice President 


of Administration] that, well, we just 
don't have enough offices, so [part- 
time faculty will] have to meet with 
students in the library or the many 
public spaces that we have. Now, a lot 
of times, when students come to talk 
to you, they want to tell you about 
confidential situations that exist, and 
they don't want to be meeting with 
you in public spaces.” 

“Public Higher [Education] has 
lost 32.6 percent of its funding in the 
past four years,” said Flynn. “The 
way that [the students] experience that 
is less services. We used to have full- 
time nurses and a part-time nurse at 
the college all the time. We had more 
money for everything. We had audio- 
visual services. We had psychological 
counseling services... I love the part 
time faculty. Iam empathic with their 
suffering. However, the impact on the 
institution has reached the point 
where its intolerable and it's hurting 
the quality of the education that you're 
getting.” 
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Play with the 
famous Yo-Yo 


Student Activities is host- 
ing the one and only Yo-Yo 
Day Wednesday, April 27. 

Everyone is invited to stop 
by and to show off thier Yo-Yo 
talents and tricks. Bring your 
own Yo-Yo or receive a Yo-Yo 
to decorate or to even put your 
vey own name on it. 


What did one Yo-Yo say to 
the other Yo-Yo? 
“Yo” 


Board of Trustees 
looking for students 


A new student representative 
is needed for 2005-2006 for the 
College Board of Trustees. 

Requirements for this posi- 
tion are to attend monthly meet- 
ings, read materials prior to the 
meetings and participate in addi- 
tional meetings and retreats. 

The benefits of being the stu- 
dent representative for the Board 
of Trustees is the ability to input 
ideas on important college issues 
and decisions. Learn the behind 
the scences of how college gov- 
ernance really operates and to be 
aware of any key changes in the 
college. 

Academic requirements are 
to have a good academic stand- 
ing with a GPA of 2.25 or higher 
and be enrolled for 12 credits or 
more, 

For those interested informa- 
tion is available in the Student 
Activities and Orientation Dept. 
located in the Sport and Fitness 
Center, room D-117 on the 
Haverhill campus or in ‘the 
Dimitry Building, room L-133 on 
the Lawrence campus. 


Celebrate the spring 


Spring is here, we hope, and 
College Life wants its students to 
enjoy it with Spring Jam. 

At this event students can 
“race for the gold,” enjoy some 
“pirate punch,” play balloon 
darts, dance to some music or get 
a henna tattoo. 

The celebration begins at 11 
a.m. and goes to 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 13 in the 
Sports and Fitness Center atthe 
Haverhill campus. At the 
Lawrence campus the fun starts 
at 11 a.m. and goes to | p.m., 
Wednesday, April 20. 


ASL’s April schedule 


4/15 Nominations for next 
year’s ASL club officers. 

4/22 Elections 

4/29 End of the year pizza 
party. 

For more information email 
jennytotherenny@yahoo.com. 
Meetings are in room C-311 at 
noon. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


NECCPA holds bake sale 


Raised money to go 
towards $750 
faculty scholarship 


By DusTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


White “Work To Rule” t-shirts 
filled the C-building lobby April 8, 
as the NECC Professional 
Association held a bake sale to raise 
money for a $750 scholarship to be 
awarded to a student at NECC. 

While working the bake sale, 
faculty also worked to gain support 
from the student body of Northern 
Essex in its ongoing fight against 
Gov. Mitt Romney's decision to veto 
a contract granting professors a pay 
raise. 

“We have, over the years, put 
together a savings account of like 
$13,000, which doesn't produce 
enough interest to give a very big 
scholarship,” said Peter Flynn, presi- 
dent of the NECCPA and behavioral 
science professor. “What we try to 
do is raise the money every year and 
keep building that fund so, eventual- 
ly, we can give a larger scholarship 
because we have been able to raise 


like $5,000 a year.” 

The NECCPA Scholarship is a 
scholarship given away annually to 
what the NECCPA describes as the 
best that Northern Essex has to offer. 
In the past years that the NECCPA 
has given away this scholarship with 
a value of $500. This year, the NEC- 
CPA has increased the value of the 
scholarship to $750, an increase of 


“This is an interesting concept, 
the 'pay the guilty conscience price! 
concept. It's worked really well,” 
said Flynn. “We earned $200 before 
noon time, and last year we earned 
$265 all day.” According to represen- 
tatives of the NECCPA, the bake 
sale, by about the time of its closing, 
brought in nearly $500, all of which 
will go towards the $750 scholarship. 


—¢¢—______—_——- 


We're trying to combine the bake sale 
that we have every year with this 
informational picketing, which 
hopefully we will never have to have 
again. But, we probably will. 


-Peter Flynn 


$250 from what it used to be before. 
At the bake sale, baked goods 
including cookies, brownies and 
more, went for whatever price the 
customer felt like paying. While 
some people paid a nickel for a cook- 
ie, some went as far as just giving the 
NECCPA $10 for nothing at all. 


Club debates 


Forum discusses 
importance of written 
will to determine fate 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Wednesday, April 4, The 
Contemporary Affairs Club held a 
controversial meeting as the forum 
focused on the Terri Schiavo case. 
The President of the club Brandon 
Cote began the meeting with his own 
personal view of the case. 

“T would just like to say, people 
have the right to live and the right to 
die. I also think that [Terri’s] hus- 
band wanted her to die so he could 
collect her life insurance and remar- 
ty.” 

A student commented on how 
the husband was thought of as selfish 
by the parents of Schiavo. 

“She had a flat line EEG, the 
husband moved on in his life. She 
should have died 15 years ago,” said 
Kathleen Johnson, better known as 

“She had no control over herself. 
I think the parents were selfish. 
After 15 years, if you don’t have a 
will why would people keep her 
alive?” Joseph Summa questioned. 

According to the Vice President 
of the Contemporary Affairs Club 
Elaine Almquist, “living wills did 
not exist at that time. No one really 
knows what she wanted.” 

Because no one knew what she 
wanted she was left-in her feeble 
condition for 15 years until the court 
ruled to pull her feeding tube. 

“That is a torturous way to die. 
Whatever state your in, when life 
ends something big is going to hap- 
pen. They were just helping her 
along. This is close to a Kevorkian,” 
said Ed DiChiara. “I don’t see the 
problem with putting someone to 
sleep if they are suffering.” 

Cote disagreed in this case with 


Schiavo. 

“She had major brain damage. 
She couldn’t respond though she 
knew what was going on.” 

“Tt was very unethical by deny- 
ing her nutritional needs,” said Katie 
Schutz. 

“Yeah, her tongue was bleeding 
do to dehydration,” Cote agreed. 

More debates followed after 
these comments were made. 

“In Terri’s case she was pretty 
much dead. Her body was alive but 
dead in the brain. It’s not worth liv- 
ing though she shouldn’t have died 
in that way,” said Anna Randall. 

“They were keeping her alive 
when she was supposed to be dead. 
We’re playing God,’ commented 
Summa. 

There was also controversy on 
how Schiavo got put into the hospi- 
tal in the first place. 

“It’s important to look at where 
[the purpose for her hospital stay] 
stemmed from. She collapsed, 
which was brought on by bulimia,” 
stated Katie Schutz. 

“T thought her husband attacked 
her and that put her in the hospital,” 
questioned History and Political 
Science Professor Andrew Morse. 

“Due to bulimia she had a potas- 
sium deficiency and she lost circula- 
tion of spinal fluid to her brain,” 
explained Schutz. 

“No, that was her husband who 
strangled her,” replied Morse. 

No one seemed to know why the 
husband stayed so involved in this 
legal case even though he already 
had another family in the works. 

“The husband has a girlfriend. 
But what do you expect after 15 
years? Divorce her,” said Summa. 

“He wanted her life insurance 
and he stayed in the marriage for bet- 
ter or for worse and this is worse,” 
explained Cote. 

Money is always an issue when 
someone has a long hospital stay. 
The taxpayer’s dollars were going 
right to Schiavo’s bed in the hospital. 

“15 years in the hospital, that’s a 


According to Flynn, entries for 
the scholarship can be rather compet- 
itive. 

“You have to give a piece of 
work with some markups and a 
grade. You have to get a recommen- 
dation; you have to submit your tran- 
script,” said Flynn, also adding that 


NECCPA requires that all entering 
students have a GPA of at least 3. 0 
and at least 45 credits completed at 
Northern Essex, though graduating is 
not a requirement in entering for the 
scholarship. 

“Last year, I think we had nine 
[submissions],” said Flynn. “The 
nine that we got last year were very 
competitive. I also got two after the 
deadline, and then I had to turn them 
down,” said Flynn. “But I would 
definitely encourage people to 
apply.” 

“Every little bit helps,” said 
Suzanne Van Wert, Chairperson of 
the Department of English. At the 
event, Van Wert was one of those 
responsible for working at a table 
where students living in 
Massachusetts could sign a post card 
addressed to Gov. Mitt Romney. The 
post card contained a general state- 
ment asking Romney to reconsider 
his decision to veto teacher pay-raise 
contracts. 

“To create good will, we're trying 
to combine the bake sale that we 
have every year with this informa- 
tional picketing, which hopefully we 
will never have to have again,” said 
Flynn. “But, we probably will.” 


Schiavo case 


lot of expenses,” said Randall. 

“TI was watching the clock to see 
how long it would take for someone 
to mention money. 16 minutes to get 
to money. It all comes down to 
money. Medicare and Healthcare, 
the old people are sucking it up and 
the younger generations aren’t giv- 
ing any out,” said Morse. 

“Money is part of where we get 
the problem. It’s better keeping peo- 
ple in front of the door of death than 
having them go beyond the. door of 
death, but it’s very expensive. Some 
people state in their wills, that in this 
type of situation they want to be kept 
alive in case of a miracle or doctors 
find the right medicine. How can we 
afford that? There could be hun- 
dreds and thousands of cases. What 
would we do?” asked Club Advisor 
and History Professor Steven 
Russell. 

“Only the rich can afford to stay 
alive,” said Schutz. 

Retired Philosophy Professor 
Jim Gustafson explains besides the 


Lauren E. Carroll photo 
Ed DiChiara, middle, voices his opinion as other 
members listen and get ready to debate. 


cost of hospital expenses, the differ- 
ence between the value of a life and 
the self-fulfillment of one’s life. 

“The issue of human life has an 
intrinsic or utilitarian value. The 
intrinsic value is the right to self- 
determination. I’m on the intrinsic 
side, ‘allow me to go on, I die when 
I die.” The utilitarian side proves 
what we are worth. Terri can’t speak 
for herself. People are taking the 
instrumental value. The presump- 
tion of life is not important. It seems 
immoral in her position by denying 
her ordinary care.” 

This controversial issue got 
everyone in Congress and even the 
President of the United States 
involved. The conclusion the Vice 
President of the club came up with is 
that “people will now be writing 
wills,” so their family members will 
know what their loved ones really 
want. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Western Kentucky 
police chief indicted on 
two meth charges 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—A 
western Kentucky police chief who 
had been credited by his mayor with 
helping combat the scourge of 
methamphetamine in their small 
town has been indicted on two 
meth-related charges. 

Bobby Sauls, police chief of 
Sebree, a town of 1,700 about 100 
miles southwest of Louisville, was 
indicted Wednesday and faces five 
to 10 years in prison if convicted on 
each count. A hearing is set for May 
6. 

The charges stem from an 
investigation by a Kentucky State 
Police special drug enforcement 
unit. 

“Tt underscores the seriousness 
of the meth problem that's spreading 
throughout Kentucky," state police 
Capt. Lisa Rudzinski said Friday. 
She said Sauls was not suspected of 
making meth. 


Three students 
suspended for middle 
school counterfeiting 


WEST SEATTLE, Wash. 
(AP)}—A sixth grader and two of his 
friends were suspended for using 
phony dollar bills made on a home 
computer to buy food in the school 
cafeteria. 

On Monday, a cafeteria worker 
at James Madison Middle School 
found a dollar bill that didn't look or 
feel like the real thing. Seattle 
School District spokeswoman Patti 
Spencer said people in the lunch 
room were told to watch for more 
counterfeit bills. 

An assistant principal called 
Seattle police the next day after a 
sixth grader tried to use one of the 
fake bills to buy beef jerky from the 
cafeteria. 

Seattle Police spokesman Sean 
Whitcomb said the boy made 20 
fake dollar bills on his aunt's com- 
puter, brought them to school and 
shared them with his friends. 

The King County .Prosecutors' 
Office is reviewing the case and 
deciding whether to file charges. 
School officials suspended the three 
boys for several days. 


Woman suing Wendy’s 
for a finger in chili has 
litigious history 


LAS VEGAS (AP)—The 
woman who claims she bit into a 
human finger-while’eating chili at a 
Wendy's restaurant has a history of 
filing lawsuits, including a claim 
against another fast-food restau- 
rant. 

Anna Ayala, 39, who hired a 
San Jose, Calif., attorney to repre- 
sent her in the Wendy's case, has 
been involved in at least half a 
dozen legal battles in the San 
Francisco Bay area, according to 
court records. 

Speaking through the front 
door of her Las Vegas home Friday, 
Ayala claimed police are out to get 
her and were unnecessarily rough 
as they executed a search warrant at 
her home on Wednesday. 

“Lies, lies, lies, that's all I am 
hearing," she said. “’They should 
look at Wendy's. What are they hid- 
ing? Why are we being victimized 
again and again?" 


NECC improves 
teaching program 


An easier schedule, 
up-to-date teachers 
and better support 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The need for teachers is on the 
rise as schools are becoming over 
populated and class sizes are grow- 
ing. Northern Essex provides for 
students the ability to 
join the teacher 
workforce through 
the Early Childcare 
Education program 
and the Early 
Elementary program. 
NECC works with 
these students and 
organizes their four 
core content courses 
to be scheduled after 
4 p.m. so they are 
able perform the cor- 
rect amount of pre- 


practicum hours, 
which is a total of 75 
hours. 3 


According to Ellen Grondine, 
director of human services, these 
hours allow the students “to go to 
public. school settings where they 
have a range of teachers they observe 
teaching classes. This helps students 
choose which direction is right for 
them. The experience and the hours 
are logged,” that go towards com- 
pleting the course. 

Recently the standards for teach- 
ers have changed. According to the 
Office of Child Care Services,OCCS, 
teachers who are qualified need to 
fulfill pre-practicum hours to renew 
their qualification. According to 
OCCS, by the year 2010, the teachers 
should have met the new standards. 
Teachers are now required to have an 


Associates degree. Many have 
already taken courses but did not 
complete the entire program nor did 
they receive their degree. 

“We have created a full degree 
program for nights and weekends so 
those who teach during the day can 
fit their own schooling into their 
schedules,” said Grondine. 

Classes are also held on nights 
and weekends for those who have yet 
to become teachers but need to com- 
plete their pre-practicum hours dur- 
ing the school day. Administration 
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Principles and teachers from public 
schools come to NECC to teach. They are 
current. They have a depth of experience 
and knowledge that are core ingredients 
for our students... 
-Ellen Grondine 


saw a continual decline in enrollment 
for day classes, which led them to the 
decision to make night classes more 
available. 

“The day students were strug- 
gling. The college needs to work for 
the students. The students can always 
get support from the college,” said 
Grondine. 

This also makes it easier for the 
teachers in the public elementary 
schools to come to NECC and teach 
the core classes. During the day, stu- 
dents are taking their general studies 
courses and completing their pre- 
practicum hours in an elementary 
school setting observing the elemen- 
tary students as well as the teachers 
as they conduct the class. Then at 


night, the students are taught first 
hand by those teachers. 

“Principles and teachers from 
public schools come to NECC to 
teach. They are very current. They 
have a depth of experience and 
knowledge that are core ingredients 
for our students to make good judg- 
ments from good quality teachers,” 
said Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Paul Bevilacqua. 

“This helps students to see all 
options and to help them make a 
career choice. This exposes students 
to new envi- 
ronments, 
which can 
change the 
mind and put it 
in a new direc- 


tion,” said 

Grondine. 
NSE CsG 

wants to 


improve _ this 
program to 
make sure that 
the students get 
the best experi- 
ence as possi- 
ble. 

“T want this 
program to flourish and be strong. I 
have a personal interest in this pro- 
gram. In 1970 I was the educational 
assistant to the program and prepared 
people to work in the classroom as a 
teacher or to transfer to a 4-year 
school,” said Bevilacqua. 

“TJ have a background in teaching. 
I was a director in a corporate child- 
care service. This is near and dear to 
my heart and where my expertise 
comes in,” said Grondine. 

The OCCS and the Mass. Dept. 
of Education are now combining to 
become one to help better the educa- 
tion of students within this state as 
NECC helps with their goal to create 
well informed and up-to-date teach- 
ers for the years to come. 


Student Activities hosts 
International Festival 


Multiple nations 


_represented through 
their food and culture __ 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
Contributing Reporter 


Bright smells and foreign music 
emitted from the Library conference 
area Friday, April 8, where Student 
Activities and Orientation held its 
annual International Festival. 

Faculty, staff and students at 
NECC were able to embrace the 
opportunity to become more aware 
of different backgrounds that reside 
at Northern Essex. 

The festival was filled with 
food, music, cultural displays and 
demonstrations on how to cook 
International food. Destinations 
represented at the event included 


Italy, Africa, Armenia, Taiwan, the 

Dominican Republic and Idaho. 
Food at the festival included 

Ethnic dishes familiar and unfamil- 


iar from Swedish Meatballs to a dish 


called Kuku Paka originating from 
Africa. Many of the dishes that were 
available to taste were not disliked, 
according to Carly Krichevsky, a 
student at NECC. 

"I was honestly surprised I didn't 
not like anything, everything is 
mainly just unique, there is nothing 
that was bad tasting, just different, 
in a good way," said Krichevsky. 

One table that was the focus of 
attention at the International 
Festival was the Idaho table. 
Although Idaho is located in the 
United States Jodi Paciulan, of stu- 
dent activities, had no problem 
bringing in different snacks that any 
attendee would never guess includ- 
ed potatoes. 


Foods including potatoes, such 
as Potato Candy, Mashed Potato 
cookies and potato ice cream, were 
available to sample, and a clock 
powered by potato showed just how 
useful this vegetable could be. 

The festival also included an 
educational PowerPoint project cre- 
ated by Jayme Alfredo Mokfienski. 
The presentation displayed facts 
about each country as that country's 
national anthem was playing. 

"People who came enjoyed 
some great food,” said Dina Brown, 
Student Activities Coordinator. 
Guests not even enrolled at the 
school were also very surprised by 
the atmosphere and the event. 

“The atmosphere is so welcom- 
ing and friendly,” said Gene 
Raybram, a resident of Haverhill. “I 
tagged along with my friend... this 
is such a great, diverse event to 
hold.” 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Terrorist attack in Cairo 
intensifies already 
heated reform debate 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP)— 
Opposition political groups and 
leading Islamists moved swiftly to 
condemn a terrorist attack in 
Cairo last week that killed four 
people. But they also warned the 
government not to use the attack 
as a pretext to clamp down on 
recent small political reform 
steps. 

The pro-government media, 
for its part, has been quick to 
point a finger at some opposition 
groups since the Thursday attack, 
accusing them of spreading 
“chaos" through their demonstra- 
tions _ an accusation that has 
added to Egypt's already tense 
.political atmosphere. 

The banned group al-Gamaa 
al-Islamiya, or Islamic Group, one 
of the two major militant groups 
that carried out most of the violent 
attacks that hit Egypt in the 1990s, 
issued a weekend statement say- 
ing it ‘strongly condemned" the 
“individual regretful incident, 
which shocked the Egyptians’ 
feelings in general and the al- 
Gamaa al-Islamiya in particular." 

“Such random attacks don't 
establish religions, and don't 
reform states, and don't solve any 
of the Islamists' problems," the 
group said. *’On the contrary, they 
deteriorate the situation even 


more." sn a 


Thousands protest 
on anniversary of 
fall of Baghdad 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)— 
Tens of thousands of supporters 
of a militant Shiite cleric filled 
central Baghdad's streets and 
demanded that American soldiers 
go home, marking the second 
anniversary of Baghdad's fall 
with shouts of ‘No, no to Satan!" 

To the west of the capital on 
Saturday, 5,000 protesters issue 
similar demands in the Sunni 
Triangle city of Ramadi, reflect- 
ing a growing impatience with 
the U.S.-led occupation and the 
slow pace of returning control to 
an infant Iraqi government. 

The protest in Baghdad's 
famous Firdos Square was the 
largest anti-American demonstra- 
tion since the U.S.-led invasion, 
but the turnout was far less than 
the 1 million called for by radical 
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr. 

“IT do not accept having 


occupation forces in my country," | — 


said protester Ali Feleih Hassan, 
35. ‘’No one accepts this. I want 
them out. They have been here 
for two years, and now they have — 
to set a timetable for their with 
drawal." a»: Saher eal & 
President George W. Bush 

has said he will not pull troops” 
out of Iraq until the security situ- 
ation has improved. 


Tens of thousands of people | _ 


spilled into the streets of central 
Baghdad, waving Iraqi flags and 
climbing onto an abstract sculp- 
ture said to represent freedom 
and built on the spot where 
Saddam Hussein's statue once 
stood. f 

The protest marked a return 
to the limelight for al-Sadr, who 
had been relatively quiet since 
his Mahdi Army militiamen 
signed truces last year with U.S.- 
led forces after deadly clashes. 
Officials said the cleric did not 
attend because of security con- 
cerns. He has stayed close to his 
home in the holy city of Najaf 
since the U.S.-led assault on his 
militia in August. ; 
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sets sehictam on your ee he staying close to 
your home, your family, and your, friends. 


For your parttime service, the Air National Guard offers 


> College tuition assistance through the Montgomery G.I. Bill 
and te Student Loan Repayment Program 


> Free training in more than 180 specialized vocations, including 
engineering, communications, electronics, avionics, and many more 


> The opportunity to earn college credits for completed 
military training 


» Part-time work now for a full-time retirement tomorrow 


“Plus, the leadership qualities you'll develop in the Air National 
Guard will help you make a difference for your family, your 
community, and your Nation. 


: Call 1-800-864-6264 today for more information. 


AIR NATIONAL GUARD 


1-800-TO-GO-ANG 
www.GoANG.com 
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Haverhill author visits NECC 


Jerome Ryan talks 
about writing, 
traveling and his life 
By Tim McCaALi 


Features Editor 


Wednesday 
April Jo. Lite 
Long Learning 
sponsored 
Haverhill author 


Jerome Ryan. 
Ryan, a former 
middle school 
teacher turned 


author spoke about his experience 
traveling to Russia with the student 
travel group named Student-to- 
Student Ambassadors. 

"T have been traveling since the 
age of two, when I wanderedtwo 
miles down the road from my 
house...it's a big world out there and 
I knew I just had to see it," Ryan said 
with a smile regarding his first trav- 
eling experience. 

By the age of 16 Ryan had trav- 
eled back and forth across the coun- 
try. Then at 18 Ryan joined the army 
reserves. Due to his experience in 
the reserves Ryan saw most of the 
world including Japan and most of 
Europe. 

After returning to Haverhill after 
his time in the reserves, Ryan lost his 
job so he became a teacher at 
Consentino Middle School in 
Haverhill. At Consentino he taught 
7th grade science for 32 years. 

After his son was selected to 


NECC 


Peace vigil in 
Newburyport features 
NECC alumna 


By KATHERINE HUGHES 
Contributing Reporter 


Niki Rosen arrives at noon on 
Sunday wearing buttons with slo- 
gans like "silence is the voice of 
complicity" and "if you're not out- 
raged, you're not paying attention." 

As she and her friends stand in 
Market Square, Newburyport, with 
peace flags and signs in hand, a 
passerby offers to buy them coffee 
and returns minutes later with a cup 
from ‘Me and Ollie's.’ 

Motorists driving by honk their 
horns and Rosen waves and shouts 
a "thanks" for their support. At 1 
p.m. Rosen thanks her friends for 
coming, gathers the flags and sign- 
sto put back into the trunk of her car 
and heads home. 

Almost every Sunday this win- 
ter members and non-members of 
various peace organizations held a 
vigil in Market Square from 12-1 
pm. Sometimes they stood in snow 
up to their knees and in the freezing 
cold temperatures. Saturday March 
19, the anniversary of the war, 30 
people gathered for a special vigil. 


attend a Student-to-Student. trip 
Ryan became impressed with the 
group and decided to become a 
Delegate sponsor. 

“For six months they prepared to 
go on one trip, getting together about 
once a month to work on group pro- 
jects, it was really impressive,” Ryan 
said. 

Ryan's trip to Russia in 1993 was 
the inspiration of his: first book On 
Foreign Soil. Though he did not 


base the book on the events on the 
trip; he used the inspiration from the 
kids and the overall experience to 
create the story. 


Author Jerome Ryan speaks to 
members of Life Long Learning. 


For the hour long talk, Ryan 
spoke of the trip he took all those 
years ago. The trip covered many 


locations in Russia. From Red 
Square, former KGB Headquarters 
to St. Petersburg. 

“One of the first things I noticed 
was the roads were full of pot holes 
and the grass was high.” Ryan said. 

Things like lawns, streets and 
apartment buildings were run down 
after the years of a communist goy- 
ernment. People just didn't care 
about fixing things since they would 
have to fund the repairs themselves 
and they barely got to keep any of 
their money since the government 
would tax them a great deal. 

While some things had 


poor appear- 
ances, other 
F things were 
beautiful. Ryan 
stressed how 
beautiful _ the 


Russian church- 
es were. Despite 


the fact the 
country lacked 
religion for 


many years, the 
architecture was 
unique. The 
steeples were 
rounded off like 
onions instead 
of triangles in 
eee most of western 
culture. 

Dh ee 
Catacomb 
Monastery was 
; one of the beau- 
tiful places the group visited. The 
building was full of golds and blues 
and amazing items. Unfortunately 


the monks did 
not allow them jg. 
to take pictures 


inside the jg 
Monastery. 
The trip was 


not all sight see- 
ing, there was 
some drama. A 
Russian man 
tried to take one 
of the girls from 
the trip. 

“A man was 
arguing with his 
girlfriend and 
she told him he 
couldn't get any 
girl if he tried, so 
he tried to pick up 


Tim McCall photo 


one of our girls, A collection of Ryan’s items he has 
but she ignored eojjected from his trips to Russia. 


him. Then when 
our girl walked by 


again he just grabbed her, the boy he : 


was with tried beating him up and 
got security. The man ended up get- 
ting arrested and was sentenced after 
we left,” Ryan said. 

The group also went to a 
McDonalds, one of the two in the 
entire city of Moscow. 

“Here in Haverhill we have 
around 55,000 people and four 
McDonalds, imagine two 
McDonalds for a city of 9 million 
only having two. A third was on the 
way, but at the time they only had 
two,” Ryan joked. The menu was 
bare, but they got there Big Macs so 
they were happy. 

Ryan's inspiration to write came 
from his experiences, friends, family 


and the late professor Dr. Andrew 
Woolf. Ryan spoke highly of Woolf 
and his experience in his class. 

“He was a good inspiration. He 
gave us varied assignments. He was 
a big inspiration for On Foreign Soil, 
he proofread an early draft.,” Ryan 
recollected. 

Ryan has also published a sec- 
ond book named Road to Baghdad. 
A story about a factious love story , 
about a recovering American soldier 
and the soldier who took care of him 
and the turmoil of their relationship 
due to the war. Ryan even sent a 
copy of the book to First Lady Laura 
Bush. j 

His third book has already been 
written, but is not ready for publica- 
tion yet. 


alumna wages peace vigil 


The next day, for the normal vigil 
time, more than 30 people were 
there. 

The vigil is open to the public to 
participate and Rosen keeps extra 
signs and flags on hand for those 
who want to join. 

"We get people from different 
towns asking to stand with us," said 
Rosen, "We've had people from 
California, Maine, New York and 
Vermont." 

Rosen, a 1978 graduate of 
NECC, always had a heart for 
spreading the message of peace but 
started to vigil in Newburyport after 
a near death experience on the high- 


way. 
a close I 


"When I realized 


came to not being here anymore, I 
decided I must have been saved for 
something,” said Rosen. 

Pacing back and forth with a 
sign that read "no more lies, no 
more wars" was Mark Gallagher, a 
Newburyport resident and one of the 
more energetic of the vigil partici- 
pants. Gallagher said his reason for 


joining the vigil is simply that he: 


disagrees with the war. 

"[Bush] reeks more havoc in 
Iraq than Saddam ever did. He's dri- 
ven by money, corporations and the 
media. Bush is pushing for freedom 
but we’re not free anymore," said 
Gallagher. 

Gallagher said his wife Lucie, 
who was also part of the vigil, 


Se ee eee 


"[Bush] ree 
Saddam ever 


more havoc in Iraq than 
d. He's driven by 


money, corporations and the media. 
Bush is pushing for freedom but we,re 


not free anymore," 


-Mark Gallagher 


inspires him to 
be there. Lucie 
Gallagher said 
the subject 
makes her too 
emotional to 
comment. 
Standing 
beside Lucie, 
wearing a t-shirt 
with Bush's face ¢ 


and the text | 
"international 
terrorist," Josh 
Wenglin of 


Newbury is out- 
wardly passion- 
ate in his oppo- 
sition of Bush 
and the war. 

"Bush has 
crippled 
country [Iraq]," 
said Wenglin. "[The war] is not 
about democracy. If Bush cared 
about democracy then why did he 
cheat in the last two elections?" 

Rosen said some people don't 
understand that their opposition of 
the war doesn't mean they don't sup- 
port the troops in Iraq. 

"We do support our troops, but 
the best way to do that is to bring 
them home," said Rosen. 

While participants of the vigil 
are fueled by their own reasons to 


Google mag 


es photo 


A collection of tea lite candles form a 
the Peace sign at a recent demonstration. 


oppose the war, the purpose of the 
vigil has a deeper meaning for 
Rosen. 

Rosen said they get a lot of pos- 
itive response from the public but 
the negative response is there, too. 

"I want to bring awareness to the 
people who are not tuned in, espe- 
cially young people," said Rosen. 
"As a grandmother, if one person 
who is undecided sees us and 
changes their opinion, it's worth- 
while my being here." 


~s ay ae 
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_ The Company Theater Productions to premiere 


Member of local © 
theater group writes 
and directs play 


Down in the 
basement of a 


church in 
Haverhill, MA 
the Company 


iehee art ele 
Productions 
rehearses its lat- 
: est production. 
The Company Theater 
Productions is one of the only the- 
ater groups in Haverhill, and has 
been around for eight years. 

It has members from middle 
school, high school, college and 
beyond all coming together to put 
on plays within the community. 
Unlike other theater groups, like 
groups based out of schools, 
Company Theater members can 


(From left to right) Lindsey Gingrass-assistant musical director, Jim Mooers- 


count on performing all year long. Producer, Jason Mooers- writer/ director, and Amy Mooers- musical director 


eee oS 
Part of the cast: 
Bad 


tox : 
This May the group will pre- 
miering the play, “Waterridge.” 
“Waterridge” was written by 
Jason Mooers of Haverhill, who is 
also the director. 

Mooers’s wife Amy is the 
musical director and she wrote the 
music for the play, which she fin- 
ished a year ago. 

Keeping it in the Mooers fami- 
ly, Jim Mooers is the producer. 

This will be the first time the 
play is performed. 

Moores has also written two 
other shows in the past few years. 
There was “Bloodline: Royal 


Pursuits,” in 2001, and 
“Bloodline: Dark Relations,” in 
2004. 

NECC theater major Lindsey 
Gingrass stars in the play and is 
also the assistant musical director. 

21-year-old Gingrass has been 
acting since 7th grade, and has 
been part of this group since she 
was a sophomore in high school. 

The play “Waterridge” is cen- 
tered around the town of 
Waterridge.. There is a lake in the 
town, which is the reason why the 
townspeople can surivive there. 
Within the lake lives a dragon. 
Because the lake is so important to 
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(left to right standing) Bruce Potter, Deb Potter, Joe Evju, 
igette Brother, Daniel Potter, Lindsey Gingrass, Charlea Hill (front row) Abby 
and Bethany McComis. 


the town they praise the dragon. 
The dragon becomes almost like 
their religion. 

The main character Kia 
Mastin, played by Gingrass, has 
had a tragedy in her life and she 
blames the town. 

She vows revenge against the 
town, but in the process falls in 
love with the person she was using 
to exact that revenge. 

Meanwhile secrets of the town 
are revealed, and other stories are 
going on at the same time. But the 
main story is that of Kia’s revenge. 

16-year-old Abby Hilton of 
Haverhill has spent four years in 


this company. Her first show was 
in the 2001 production, 
“Bloodline: Royal Pursuits”. 


She plays Private Sam in 
“Waterridge.” 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


original play, “Waterridge” this May in Haverhill 


She is glad to be a part of the 
Company Theater Production 


' because as she said, “There’s not 


a lot of (good) community theater 
in this area.” 
Bruce Potter, an NECC faculty 


member who works in student 


is, 
/ activities, has made this play a 


family affair. His wife Deb and 
son Daniel are both in the play as 
well. 

There are also a few other 
NECC students and alumni in the 
play including Mike Carney and 
Joey O’Donnell, 
stage manager in the NECC Top 
Notch Players production of 
“Arms and a Man.” 

“Waterridge” will be per- 
formed Friday, May 20 and 
Saturday, May 21. Time, place and 
admission price will be announced 


the assistant 


| soon. Look for flyers around cam- 


pus in May and keep reading the 
Observer for updates. 

Ticket sales go right back to 
the company so they can continue 


to provide lighting, sounds, sets, 
costumes and all the other necessi- 
ties needed to put on productions. 
More people in the crowd really 
help the Company Theater 
Productions continue to keep com- 
munity theater alive in Haverhill. 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


Rehearsing a scene, Lindsey Gingrass as Kia, and her 
love interest Rosh Hugh played by Daniel Potter. 
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A review of the Top 
Notch Players latest 
production 


By DOUGLAS J. PACHECO 
Contributing Reporter 


The NECC Top Notch Players, 
in their production of George 
Bernard Shaw’s “Arms and the 
Man,” put on a solid performance, 
pleasing enough for both theater 
enthusiasts and skeptics alike. 

For one to whom the word the- 
ater brings to mind big budget 
movies filled with explosive spe- 
cial effects and cheesy one liners, 
going to a student-performed play 
didn’t spark to much of an interest. 
What little expectations I did have 
were completely dashed as I 
walked into the small, but quaint 
theater. I had been expecting a 
large auditorium filled with hun- 
dreds of seats and several dozen 
staff members controlling the vari- 
ous aspects of the play. 

What I quickly learned, howev- 
er, upon the introduction of 
Catherine and Raina Petkoff, 
played by Christy Coates and 
Emily Murphy respectively, was 
that the production wasn’t about 
high budget entertainment, but the 
individual characters on stage. And 
it is in these characters that the per- 
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formance really shined. 
“Arms and the Man” takes 
place in the late nineteenth century 
in war-torn Bulgaria, following the 
lives of the wealthy Petkoff house- 
hold. By way of witty humor, the 
story mockingly deals with love, 
jealousy, the absurdity of war, and 
the class in society the characters 
fight so hard to remain® part of. 
The diverse cast of characters 
was put together perfectly, each 
complementing the others with 
their own brand of humor and pol- 
ished delivery of the often complex 


lines. 
The subtle  straight-faced 
manned in which much of the 
comedic dialogue is presented 
draws in the ear, to the point where 
I found myself leaning forward in 
my seat, riveted to every word. 
“They did very well,” said 
Dana LaRocque, a graduate of 
NECC, who attended several plays 
when he was a student. “You can 
tell they really spent a lot of time 
rehearsing the lines. This was one 
of the best plays I’ve seen [at 
NECC]-” 


Press Release photo 


Left to right: Chrissy Coates as Catherine Petkoff, Eric 
Salvi as Captain Bluntschli, and Emily Murphy as Raina. 
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L to R: Mike Zuccola as Sergius Saranoff, Eric Salvi as 
Captain Bluntschli, and Adam Lamonica as Major 


Petkoff. 


Act two introduced the charac- 
ter of Major Sergius Saranoff, 
played by Mike Zuccola, adding 
flamboyant, physical comedy to the 
already entertaining dialogue. 
Zuccola’s portrayal of the woman- 
izing, cowardly hero, Saranoff, 
often had audience members cover- 
ing their mouths and slapping at 
their knees with laughter. 

At times, especially when there 
were many characters on stage, it 
was difficult to know where to 


look, as there was so much happen- 
ing. It was unfortunate that each 
eye couldn’t work independently of 
the other. 

The only negative aspect of the 
production was that, due to the inti- 
macy of the theater, I felt the need 
to hold in the laughter, less I dis- 
turb the performers on stage. 

“Arms and he Man” yet another 
great performance by the NECC 
Top Notch Players. 


Give an album that second listen 


M. Ward’; latest 
album makes sense 
the more its played 


By Tim McCALL 
Features Editor 


Sometimes when 
listening to an 
album for the first 
time it doesn’t 
make sense. It 
takes a sunny day 
as well as a sec- 
ond or even a third listen for the 
album to make sense and to be fully 
appreciated. 

That is the case for me with M. 
Ward’s 4th album “Transistor 
Radio.” 

“Transistor Radio” was released 
Feb. 22, on Merge Records. 
Normally too late for my taste to fea- 
ture, but the sunny days of last week 
called for another chance and I’m 
glad it did, because this time it’s 
greatness shined through. 

Ward has been making a name 
for himself in the independent under- 


ground rock scene for years due to 
his gentle voice and quiet guitar. He 
can sometimes be very similar to 


Nick Drake’s technique, but Ward 
makes it his own with more of a lay- 
ered guitar and whisper confessional 
voice. This is what drew me back in 
to the album. 

During the first listen “Transistor 
Radio” did not make much sense, but 
it had a good number of cover songs. 
Then after realizing that the record 
was about the old days of AM radio, 
the cover songs made sense. 

“Sweetheart Parade” is a Louie 
Armstrong cover, but its instrumen- 
tals sound like the song “Here Comes 
the Sun” by the Beatles. Then the 
original songs follow. Some of the 
new songs go with the theme of radio 
as well. ; 

During the second listen Ward 
sounded like a 50’s rock musician, 
like Chuck Berry on his faster songs. 


the subject matter of 
insomnia and depression. 

“Transistor Radio” is 
a modern record for the 
record listener who enjoys 
the nostalgia of rock and 
roll by. It’s -a 
reminder of what radio 
uses to be like before giant 
corporations like Clear 
Channel started buying 
out stations and playing 
the same music over and 
over. This is why Ward 
has dedicated this record 
to the independent radio 
stations across the coun- 
try. 

With 16 tracks - on 
“Transistor Radio” there’s 
plenty of music to listen to, 


gone 


Saeko a e 


It’s a reminder of what radio used to be 
like before giant corporations started 
buying out stations and playing the 
same music over and over. 


These seconds kept the record 
upbeat even when Ward had songs 
that created a depressing feel due to 


which is a welcomed change from 
most albums these days, being 
released with only 10-12 songs. 


There are many songs’s that could be 
selected as standouts. 

One standout track is “Ill be 
Your Bird.” One of the acoustic orig- 
inal tracks off of the album, Ward is 
singing a cross between a_ quiet 
mumble and a beautiful voice. The 
instrumentals are simple, creating 
the sound of a nursery rhyme, but it 
really is an optimistic love song. 

A second standout track inumber 
“Radio Campaign.” 

“Radio Campaign” is another 
original slow acoustic number. 
Relaxing to listen to with a long intro 


RDS photo 


before Ward’s voice comes across 
the speakers. The chorus is similar to 
John Lennon’s “Mother” as Ward 
sing’s “come back come _ back 
momma” over and over towards the 
end. 

M. Ward is booked to play two 
Massachusetts shows before his cur- 
rent tour ends. One show is April 12 
in Cambridge in the downstairs of 
the Middle East Club and the other is 
at Pearl Street in North Hampton the 
15th of April. 
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The Red Sox return 
with all the ups and 
down fans expect 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The obses- 
Sion gets worse 
and worse as 
= each season 
| approaches. But 
this obsession 
cannot be con- 
sidered a_ bad 
thing, unless 
you’re not a Red 
Sox fan. And if you’re not a fan then 
don’t bother reading this because 
only true down and dirty Red Sox 
fans will understand. 

True fans love them when they 
win and love them when they lose. 
When they lose it is felt around New 
England like a bad snow storm. The 
team is like a dear friend, and when 
that friend gets 
down you have to 
get out there and 
support them even 
more. Red Sox 
fans are just born 
with something in 
their blood. 

We live for the 
ups and deal with 
the downs. We § 
never give up 
hope and last year 
the diehard fans 
were given clo- 
sure after years 
and years of dev- 
astation. 

The 2004 Red. 
Sox we lovingly 
called “the idiots” 
made every little 
child or child at | 
heart remember 
what magic feels 


like. The 2004 season, post season, 
and especially the well earned World 
Series held more drama, fun and hold 
your breath action than any other 
sporting event to date. That was 
entertainment. Their comeback 
against their biggest rival was an art 
form. 

There is no reality television, 
movie of the week, or anything that 
could make tons of people feel the 
real life tension and relief this amaz- 
ing team made us feel. 

Now that spring has finally 
arrived baseball season is in full 
swing. The snow has melted and the 
sun is shining, and most importantly 
the Red Sox are back to fill up the 
airwaves with their latest adventure. 
What will happen this year? 

I remember watching the Red 
Sox when I was younger and Wade 
Boggs and Roger Clemens were on 
the team. I remember paying $25 for 
a ticket and sitting behind the dugout 
seeing all the players up close and 
personal. So I’ve grown up with this 
team, like so many other New 
Englanders. Although for a brief 


The boys are back in town. 


period in the 90’s I was a huge 
Atlanta Braves fan, but that’s not 
important. 

Nothing can take away the feel- 
ing of being in a crowded bar full of 
ramped Red Sox fans on the night of 
game seven of the American League 
Championship. The Red Sox coming 
back and burying the Yankees, final- 
ly. 

Watching the big game on a 
movie screen at PJ’s bar in 
Manchester, NH, we almost felt like 
we were there in Yankee stadium. 
When they won the bar went crazy. 

Everyone was hugging and 
cheering and spilling beer. It was one 
of those nights that most of us will 
never forget. 

The only thing that came close to 
topping that was that last pitch in the 
World Series. I bet many of us still 
get chills whenever we see the tape 
of Foulke tossing the ball to 
Meintkeiwicz at first base. The last 
out and first World Series win in 86 
years. When Meintkeiwicz and 


Foulke jumped up I think most of 
New England followed. For a brief 


Boston .com photo 


Boston.com photo 


What fan will ever forget this final play of the World 
Series? It still gives us fans the chills! 


second I bet the earth moved. 

So here it is the 2005 season, and 
already the team is bringing the 
drama. Now that Red Sox fans know 
that it is possible for the team to go 
all the way, we don’t want it any 
other way. We will sit in front of our 
televisions, at our favorite bar, in the 
car listening to AM radio, or even 
pay the exorbitant ticket price to sit 
in the crowd at Fenway Park and sup- 
port the team. Why? Because we 


have too. We’ll “Believe” and “Keep 
the Faith” all year long. 

The Red Sox finally reached the 
top of the mountain by shutting down 
the so called dynasty known as the 
New York Yankees, and going on to 
win the World Series. But it doesn’t 
end there. For the new champions it’s 
just the beginning of the story, and 
I’m sure there'll be many more 
chapters to come. There will never 
be a dull moment. 


Finally a movie that truly understands what It’s 
like to be a Boston Red Sox fan, “Fever Pitch” 


By SHAWNDY DARCEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Finally there’s a movie that rep- 
resents the hysteria, mystery, and 
obsession surrounding the Red Sox. 

The Farrelly brothers took a 
break from their “Dumb and 
Dumber” and “Something about 
Mary” type humor to go back to their 
New England roots and create a 
movie about the Red Sox. 

People that live outside of New 
England now have an opportunity to 
see what the Red Sox nation is all 
about. This window into the world of 
America’s most devoted fans is 
called “Fever Pitch,” and its just hit- 
ting theatres. 

The movies 
“Charlie’s Angel” 
Barrymore and Saturday Night Live 
comedian Jimmy Fallon. 


includes 
Drew 


cast 
star 


Yahoo! Movies ioe: 
Fallon and Barrymore star in the romantic comedy about the Red 
Sox. Some scenes were shot during actual Red Sox games. 


The story-line 
is loosely based on 
a Nick Hornby 
novel involving a 
love triangle 
between a girl, a 
guy, and a sports 
team. This romantic 
comedy humorous- 
ly shows how far 
Red Sox fans will 
go for their team. 

Barrymore 
plays a busy execu- 
tive-type woman on 
the 
career. 


top of her 
Fallon 
plays an immature 
junior-high teacher 
who is obsessed 
with the Red Sox. 
When the two 
hook up in the fall, 
they prove that 


opposites do attract and fall in love. 
baseball season 
starts, Fallon has a new top priority. 


However, once 
The couples many arguments in 
which Fallon has to choose between 
Barrymore and the Red Sox are both 
hilarious ‘and easy to relate to: 

The directors of this film did a 
wonderful job of capturing what Red 
Sox fans are really like. Scenes were 
shot at actual games, with actual fans 
in the background cheering on their 
team. Scenes shot in and around 
Fenway Park really capture the 
excitement and mystery surrounding 
this location. 

“Fever Pitch” does a good job of 
appealing to all ages and genders. 
The sports theme and the comedy 
surrounding it are enough to bring in 
the kids and men, but the romantic 
story-line will also keep the women 
interested. 


Page 14. NECC Observer April 13, 2005 


HELL Gonna 
AND Now, T SHatr REcite 


A LITTLE Poem IT CALL 
“WHY I DANCE NUDE,” 


AETER SEEING HOW MUCH MONEY THE 
CAMPUS BOOKSTORE MAKES 
SELLING USED BOOKS, I BUT WHO 
VECIVED WE SHOUL? WOUL? BUY 
O11, DUVE! YOUR HIGH 
Nee 


SOMEONE 
TAKING 
YEARBOOK 
CLASS, DUE! 


2 Dudes By Aaron Warner 
WELL, HUMAN NATURE 


4-3 


SOMEVAYS I WAKE YEARNS 10 GROW, SURE, BUT THAT 
UP AND ASK MYSELF, SEEKING KNOWLEDGE apie oy 
ABOUT ITSELF AND IT’S WHY T WOKE 
IN THE BATHTUB. 


WORLP. THAT'S WHY 
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2064 Asmazing Aacdh Procuctions 


Crossword 


ACROSS 1 12 13 
1 Fixed looks ae 
6 Up for the job 
10 Puts in a lawn 
14 Go-between 
15 Lion’s fare 
16 Witticism 
17 Entertainer 
Lenya 
18 Panache 
19 Compulsion 
20 Once more 
21 NRC forerunner 
22 Out-of-date 
23 Friar’s Club 


8 3 & 
°°) N iad 


N 


fou ee Es 


2 function 
' 25 Trouble 
oe ape 26 Urgent 
: OOS Tribune Medie Services requests r 
“Wow ... How ironic!” 29 Ore processor 


33 Organic 
compound 
34 Sauce for fish 

36 “__ Maria” 


A 62 
ie i 
gg Conceptions [| | | Mi | | | 
39 Females 
40 Regret Care aaa Services, Inc. 

41 Harbingers of 
ae : 
42 Skin pit 6 Principal i 
43 More frivolous diciemat pons 
45 Most weird 7 French topper 
47 Aged 8 Not of the cloth 
48 Fervor 9 DDE’s 
49 Extended family command 
member 10 Sudden violent 
52 Now | see! storm 
53 Flooring pieces 11 “Yours, Mine 
57 Satie or Estrada and _” 
58 Asp victim 12 Lodgings in 
59 Ring in the Liverpool 
ocean 13 “Pursuit of the 
60 Oliver’s request Graf __” 
61 Criticize harshly 22 Wharf 
62 Edgy 24 Clothed 
63 Lulu 25 Accumulated 
64 Small boys 26 Stouts and 
65 Bordered lagers 
27 Boredom 
DOWN 28 Shanty ; F 
1 Festive 29 Cruise ship 39 Vibrant 50 Pressing device 
occasion quarters 41 Manicurist’s 51 Emerald land 
2 Eager 30 Lake near Reno need 52 Stew pot 
3 Greek letter 31 Myrlie or 44 Gym cupboard 54 Pine 
4 Completely Medgar 46 Pivot 55 Otherwise 
5 Office pool 32 Timer button 48 Leading 56 Huskies’ pull 
members 35 Occ. 49 Verne captain 58 IL winter hrs. 
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| Eclectic stores sometimes make the best finds 


Here to give advice 
and the scoop on all 
_ that is fashion 


By JENNIFER LENA 
Contributing Reporter 


Do you look 
at fashion lately 
and see a sea of 
sameness? Are 
you bored with 
following the 
same old fash- 
ion trends? I'm 
here to save 
those in a fashion rut and show them 
how to have some fun with funky. 

I've been finding lately that some 
people have been telling me, “You 
know I really want to be fashionable, 
but I really don't like the current 
trends.” Just because I write about 
the latest fashion trends doesn't mean 
you have to follow them. Fashion can 
be about your own personal style, 
something different and uniquely 
you. However, with that said, you 
don't want to end up looking ridicu- 
lous either. 

The question then remains, How 
does one go finding trends and styles 
outside the current one? Where do 
we find really neat things that make 
us feel special and stylish? The truth 
is it's everywhere; you just need to do 


some shopping around. 

With the new age of technology 
great things are possible (and yes that 
does mean with fashion as well). If 
you have the means try some places 
like e-bay, on the internet to find 
unique kinds of finds not sold here. 
In some cases you may even be able 
to find clothing that is from really far 
away like Japan, Egypt, or India. 

Don't like to shop online, no 
problem. There are plenty of stores to 
rot that sweet tooth you have for 
fashion. If you love really strange or 
different jewelry, try an antique shop. 


Get the most wear 
from your clothes 
with these buying tips 


By SALLY RODRIGUEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


Spring is here and this, for most 
people, means getting a new 
wardrobe; but you have to be careful 
when spending your money because 

sometimes expensive brand names 
do not equal quality or durability. I 
am going to give you some tips on 
how to check the quality of clothing: 

Check the seams of the garment 
by stretching the fabric near the 
seams and if you can see big pieces 
of the thread or gaps in-between 
them, this is not a good sign; good 
places to check on shirts are under- 
neath the armpits and on the sides, on 
pants in-between the legs or next to 
the zippers. In addition, it is good to 
check the zippers by opening and 
closing them a couple of times and 
the hems. ; 

Fabrics can tell you a lot too; 
high percentages of synthetic fabrics 
(man-made) like Lycra, Spandex, 
Polyester and Rayon are going to 
provide you with durability in: both 
the garment and the colors. Even 
though there are fabrics that are 
thought to be luxurious because of 
their high prices. The price does not 
equal durability or quality. The rea- 
son why. fabric like satin, silk and 
cashmere are expensive is because 
they are natural fabrics and the 
process to make them is expensive 
and time consuming. These fabrics 
are difficult and expensive to take 
care of, they usually need to be dry- 


cleaned and this limits its durability; 
however when these fabrics are 
mixed with synthetic ones it's quality 
and durability increases. Cotton is a 
non-expensive fabric but high per- 
centages of it in a garment limit the 
durability of the color. 

When making your purchase ask 
about the stores return policy and ask 
about their quality guaranties. Most 
retail stores value their customers 
and want to build a relationship with 
them. They also pay close attention 
to quality control issues because if 
the customer has a bad experience 
with a garment it is most likely that 
this person would never buy this 
brand again. If you had a problem 


' with a product, never keep it to your- 


self, usually when the merchandize is 
bad many people would have the 
same experience and the store would 
give your money back or give you a 
credit to the store. 

I have worked in retail stores for 
almost ten years as both a sales per- 
son and a manager. I have worked in 
department stores, high fashion 
stores and boutiques and they all 
have one thing in common a depart- 
ment that controls the quality of their 
products and the best way for these 
companies to monitor quality is buy 
customer complaints. 

So next time you are purchasing 
the latest fashion pay close attention 
to how the clothing was made and 
what fabric was used; do not be fool 
by the high price or the brand name. 
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You can see some amazing jewelry 
finds there you may never see again. 
What about a one-stop place 
that's got it all? A place that has the 
old and the new. The funky and the 
classic all together under one roof. 
I'm going to share a neat little place 
tucked into Cambridge that will be 
your new haven - The Garment 
District. This is a giant pink building, 
housing some of the coolest clothes 
you'll ever see. They're kind of like a 
mix of a thrift store, with some close- 
out clothes (think of Marshalls) and 
then some odd things just for fun. 


I know you're thinking dirty thrift 
store at this point. But trust me this 
one is different. On the first floor I'd 
stay away from the clothes. But they 
have shoes, books, jewelry, and 
upstairs is where the fun is. Go 
upstairs and you can pair a cute little 
funky dress with a feather boa and 
sparkly sunglasses. It's like a giant 
closet of dress up for adults. And the 
men need not be shy either; there is a 
section for them as well. 

If you really don't think you can 
make it to The Garment District you 
can go with the regular suggestions, 
like Marshalls, or department stores 
that have a few funky things in their 
collection. If you can find a vintage 
store in your area that is also a good 
alternative. Vintage stores can also 


sometimes have the same eclectic 
feel of The Garment District. The 
other good thing is you'll never go 
out and have a twin on the street. 

Mixing and matching might be a 
little tough for the beginner. Just 
remember to try and keep colors 
together in a theme, and if you think 
you can pull of mixing two usual 
enemies to make something stylish 
and fun then go for it. If you're 
unsure bring a friend you can trust to 
help you out, maybe they'll be up for 
making a change to the fun and funky 
too. 

Funky is about being different 
and having fun. If you like the classic 
fifties, then go with it, if you just like 
to cafeteria style your wardrobe pick- 
ing here and there, then don't worry 
about it. In 
the end it's up 
to you to find 
what you feel 
comfortable 
in. 
meade ies) “it 
remember 
never _ feel 
like you're 
being forced 
to wear a 


stuffy old 
trend, and be 
happy with 
whatever 
style you 
love. 
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Knitting: not only for grandmas 


Activity piques 
younger generation $ 


interest and costs less 


By VANESSA POSNER 
Contributing Reporter 


It is not uncommon these days 
to see women everywhere with a ball 
of yarn and two foot long needles 
knitting away. The first time I 
encountered this new knitting trend 
was last year in school. It puzzled me 
to no end. All of a sudden I saw girls 
knitting all over the place. I thought 
to myself “Knitting is only for grand- 
mothers, isn’t it?” But I proved 
myself completely wrong. 

This new trend, knitting, really 
intrigued me and | found myself 
walking into a craft store looking for 
all the tools I would need to start off. 
I picked out a book with instructions, 
some yarn and some needles. I never 


could have known how relaxing and 
tranquil knitting actually is. That is 
probably why it has become so pop- 
ular now a days. It can be described 
as liberating, relaxing and therapeu- 
tic. 

Knitting is an excellent way to 
create something that no one else 
has. I myself have only begun to 
learn the art of knitting. I have com- 
pleted one scarf. It really is fun 
because I can make anything I want, 
with any variety of colors and yarn. It 
is a way to make something that no 
one else has, something to wear and 
call fashionable. 

Women can find patterns for 
unique scarves, hats, string bikinis, 
legwarmers, shawls and even purses. 
There are also a variety of colorful 
and unusual fibers available. 

Knitting can create a sense of 
community and ease stress. Knitting 
with friends is a great way to spend a 
Saturday night, rather than go to a 
bar and get intoxicated. 


This trend has also started to take 
over the celebrity world. Celebrities 
like Kirsten Dunst, Sandra Bullock, 
Russel Crow, and Samuel L. Jackson 
are all taking up knitting as a hobby. 
The fashion magazine Vogue has 
recently created a magazine for teens 
called “Knitting 1.1”. 

Knitting is a satisfying and cre- 
ative outlet. It’s a way to create per- 
sonalized gifts and is a fun activity to 
do while watching television. It real- 
ly gives off a sense of accomplish- 
ment and can also help to save 
money. Coming home from a stress- 
ful day at work or even at school can 
be relieved by sitting back, relaxing 
and knitting. 

It’s interesting that with all the 
stress we live with, we seem to turn 
to old fashioned activities like knit- 
ting. Now, knitting is not only for 
grandmothers but kids and adults 
everywhere. 


SS Se 
. Gb for the week S 
i Skin Treatment with Tomatoes! Q 
%§ Tomatoes are excellent for oily skins and help the skin feel cleaner and %& 
©) tighter, as well as reduce open pores and blackheads because they are oo) 
8 slightly acidic in nature and contain potassium and Vitamin C . $2 


&3 Cut the tomato in half and rub on the skin. Leave on for at least fifteen 
minutes to let the skin feed on the juice, so that it saturates into the 
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Bellies don’t have to be perfect for dancing 


By AMY BERTRAND 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
(KRT) 


The class begins simply enough, 
with a head roll, first to the left, then 
to the right. Then, to warm up the 
shoulders, you roll those, too. Next, 
you move the arms, then the chest, 
then the rib cage. Next come the hips 
rolls oh, the hip rolls. And then you 
shake out the legs and wiggle the 
toes. 

And in merely performing the 
warm up, you learn what instructor 
Gloria McCaine tells her students: 
"You work every part of your body 
with belly dancing.” 

"You work on muscles you didn't 
even know you have," says Jennifer 
Barnes, 27, the recreation specialist 
at Maryland Heights (Mo.) Centre, 
where she's been taking classes with 
McCaine for more than four years. 
"You look at it, and it looks easy, but 
then you do it." 

Classmate Annette Potter, 29, 
agrees. "The morning after class I'm 
aching like I'm 80 years old." 

Potter recently joined the class 
with her sister as a way of helping 
her stay in shape after losing 125 
pounds. "It's terrible to get on a tread- 
mill and just run. It's so boring. This 
is fun." 

A passion for belly dancing 
seems to unite most who take the 
classes, whether it's at a community 


center or a dance school dedicated to _ 


the art, such as Aalim Belly Dance, 


which offers classes at three St. 
Louis locations. 

"The best way to describe belly 
dance is art in motion,” says Lois 
Marshall, 49. Marshall, whose stage 
name is Salwa, is the director of 
Aalim Belly Dance, which has 150 
students. She has been belly dancing 
for 27 years. 

"This is an art form about indi- 
viduality," she says. "We all bring 
something different to it." 

Belly dancing has its roots not 
just in the Middle East, but also in 
the cultures of Egypt, Turkey and 
other northem African, Mediterranean 
and Baltic countries. The Arabic 
name for the dance is raqs sharqi, 
which means dance of the East or 
Orient. 

"It's important to be respectful of 
the cultures we represent," Marshall 
says. 

Contrary to images you may 
have in your head, belly dancers do 
not need to have perfectly formed 
abdominals or be curvaceous sirens. 

In one class you might find a 
woman with six-pack abs dancing 
next to a woman who just had a baby 
dancing next to a 60-year-old who's 
had many babies over the years. 

"All shapes and all sizes," said 
Marshall, who notes that dancers 
there have ranged in age from 9 to 
iD: 

"Belly dancing is not just for a 
certain type," McCaine says. And 
you don't have to bare your belly in 
class, either. Some people just come 
wearing sweats. Others wear leotards 


with hip scarves, often with jangly 
coins. 

"It helps you see the movements 
better," Barnes says. 

And more than likely, after 
attending a class where others are 
wearing them, you'll want one, too, 
says Marshall. 

The traditional art form of belly 
dance is based on isolations. That's 
the idea that you keep the rest of your 
body steady while moving just one 
part in a fluid motion. For instance, 
when you do rib cage circles your 
entire body is still except for your rib 
cage, which moves in a fluid circle 
from the back to the left to the front 
and then to the right. * 

Beginners learn to do one isola- 
tion at a time, but the very best 
dancers can layer one isolation on top 
of another, meaning they are isolat- 
ing their neck muscles, their chest 
muscles and their hip muscles at the 
same time. 

At Aalim, they teach their stu- 
dents to use their glute muscles for 
hip movements, which means it's 
often your rear than ends up in better 
shape than your abs. 

"Using your glutes instead of 
your knees (to do hip shimmies) 
allows for better control, so you can 
do more isolations," Marshall said. 

You can see the payoff of those 
moves in Deb Voegeli, 45. Voegeli, 
whose stage name is Zareen, has 
been taking classes with Marshall for 
seven years. She now helps teach 
class and dances professionally at 
restaurants and private parties. 


"I like how it keeps me physical- 
ly fit," says Voegeli, who also lifts 
weights and runs. "It gives me joy, 
and it's fun. It's more fun than any of 
the other stuff (she does to stay fit)." 

On the dance floor, Lois 
Marshall become Salwa, a sexy 
dancer with moves Britney Spears 
would love to have. But inside, she 
says, she's still a shy girl who wanted 
nothing more than to become a con- 
cert pianist. 

"Dancing gave me a lot of confi- 
dence," she says. "It made me blos- 
som. I'm still shy, but not when I'm 
dancing. It took me from being 
somebody who was very sheltered 
and intimidated by many things to 
someone who can express myself 
creatively." 

Belly dancing does that for a lot 
of the students who come through the 
classes. 

Potter, who lost more than 100 
pounds by changing her diet, says: "I 
used to be really phobic about my 
body. I don't feel that way when I 
come here.” 

Belly dancing can give you grace 
and poise, it can help with your pos- 
ture, and just make you feel better 
about yourself as a woman, Marshall 
says. "When you take the approach 
of having more confidence, people 
treat you with more confidence." 

Another great thing about belly 
dancing is you don't need a partner. 
"Belly dancing is definitely a femi- 
nine activity," Marshall says. That's 
not to say men can't do it. "We've had 
men come through here, but not 


Thank You 


NECC faculty and professional staff would 
like to thank all those students who took the 
time to send a postcard to Governor Romney. 


We appreciate 
your support. 


many, and we have to make sure they 
are here for the right reasons, like a 
chiropractor who wanted to better 
understand body movements." 

Once you get really good at belly 
dancing and progress up the rungs, 
you can start doing performances. 
Advanced students perform at restau- 
rants, health fairs and cultural shows. 
That's when the fancy costumes 
come in. These elegant creations 
often run about $1,000 and have 
beads and sequins and dangling 
sleeves. 

"They are designed to enhance 
the movement or frame the move- 
ment," Voegeli says. 

The belly is often bared, but it 
doesn't have to be. The gowns can be 
cabaret style or more ethnic in 
nature. The dancers also use zils, 
which are cymbals for the fingers; 
veils and even real swords. 

"No fake swords here," Voegeli 
says. 

But even if you take lessons for 
years, you don't have to get into per- 
forming. 

"We have some students who are 
happy in the beginner class, and they 
stay there for years," Marshall says. 
"This art form . . . allows you to 
move at your own pace. This is not a 
competition." 

Voegeli says: "Other dance forms 
are so structured. But this looks dif- 
ferent on everybody. You learn the 
basic techniques, but then you make 
it your own. It's more relaxed 
because it's fun.” 


ee ed) 
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By Tim McCALL 
Features Editor 


In a post Queer Eye For the 
Straight Guy one would think fash- 
ionable males would be easy to find. 
Sadly to say that assumption is 
wrong. Although there are some cir- 
cumstances where fashionable men 
do indeed exists and no they aren't all 
metrosexuals, some are even on our 
campus. An example of this is 


_ Andrew Wahl. 


Andrew Wahl is a 4th semester 
Journalism major here at NECC who 
does fashion right. He possesses a 
rustic fashion sense enjoying skate- 
board and surf shops for most of his 
clothes. Unfortunately Monday was a 
casual day since the suprise chill 
after the weekend threw him off, and 
decided to go with a more sporty 
look, but I do assure you that when it 
comes to fashion he has the sense. 

“T try to say away from the flashy 
clothes, I'm an easy going kind of 
person and I want my clothes to 
reflect that,’ Wahl said. 

Some would say clothes make 
the man, but not Wahl. Wahl 
believes that in the end it is the per- 
son in the clothes that is most 
important. 

Also, trends don't dictate what 
Wahl wears. 

“Trends are always there, you're 
going to be put in a clique no matter 
what. So I don't let it decide my style 
for me,” Wahl said. 

- TV just entertains Wahl, he has 
never gone to the Fab 5 for fashion 


(KRT) 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) After Monday, 
; expect romantic partners 
and long-term friends to request 
greater involvement in private fam- 
ily decisions. Over the next five 
days, close friends and lovers may 
need to witness your continuing 
loyalty and social respect: accept all 
new proposals as __ serious. 
Wednesday through Friday, , busi- 
ness agreements may require new 
rules and deadlines. Redefined con- 
tracts and short-term assignments 
will soon prove profitable: don't 
withhold your ideas, energy or 
insights. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) In the coming 

weeks, home adjustments 

work strongly to your advantage. 
Before mid-week, expect rental 
agreements, property decisions or 
new daily schedules to provide suc- 
cessful combinations. Allow friends 
and relatives to set their own pace: 
creativity and independent activities 
will eventually establish positive 
' routines. Friday through Sunday, a 
complex romantic proposal may be 
difficult to resist. Avoid triangles, if 
possible: social relations are deli- 


cate. 
GEMINI (May 2I- 


"June 21) Early this week, 


someone close may wish to discuss 
recent social events or romantic 
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I’ve never seen Queer Eye, but I sometimes watch E! because 
Joan Rivers and her daughter are hysterical. I think they are 


both senile. 


promises. Provide detailed explana- 
tions of your long-term hopes and 
inner thoughts. Over the next few 
days, loved ones may feel doubtful 
of their importance in your life: 
remain dedicated to yesterday's 
agreements. Late Friday, an older 
friend or relative may reveal deep 
feelings of isolation or lagging con- 
fidence. New ideas and group activ- 
ities will prove helpful: stay alert. 


“~O CANCER (June 22- 
© July 22) New relationships 
will now create controver- 
sy. Over the next four days, some 
Cancerians may experience a dra- 
matic power struggle between 
friends. Stay well removed from 
social or romantic politics: progress 
will be complex and draining. Later 
this week, employment contracts 
expand. New assignments may 
include added training, short-term 
travel or revised information sys- 
tems. Take time to study all 
improvements: managers will rely 
heavily on your contributions. 


: LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
After several weeks of 
nostalgic learning, many 

Leos are this week ready to begin 
friendships or establish new rules 
between loved ones. Optimism and 
social belonging will soon help 
redefine complex relationships: join 
in and accept all invitations. 
Thursday through Saturday also 
accent last minute financial propos- 
als from older relatives or long-term 
partners. Thoroughly study all doc- 


uments or-legal contracts: timed 
payments may prove more compli- 
cated than anticipated. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
' Sept. 22) Misinformation 
in the workplace may this 
week derail an important business 
agreement. Long-term colleagues 
may purposely offer incorrect facts 
or statements. Over the next few 
days, the private social politics 
between co-workers will be plainly 
revealed: wait for clarity before tak- 
ing action. Wednesday through 
Saturday highlight passionate but 
unrealistic romantic proposals. New 
love is positive but fleeting: remain 
dedicated to long-term promises 
and all will be well. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Before mid-week, 
wwssasaase authority: figures may ask 
for detailed financial statements. 
Official documents, although 
incomplete or controversial, will 
eventually work to your advantage. 
Don't avoid difficult tasks. For 
some Librans, property agreements 
may also be at issue. If so, stay alert 
to errors with numbers: facts, fig- 
ures and written promises will soon 
prove vital to success. Thursday 
through Sunday, family relations 
steadily improve: ask subtle ques- 
tions and expect honest answers. 


t SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Wy, Nov. 22) An unexpected 
workplace flirtation may 


this week briefly strain business 
relations. Overly familiar comments 
and last minute invitations are 
accented for the next five days. Opt 
for group activities: this is not the 
right time to encourage social or 
emotional intimacy between col- 
leagues or new acquaintances. After 
Thursday, relatives or close friends 
may feel insecure concerning 
lifestyle changes, career ambitions 
‘or financial risks. Provide encour- 
agement: the rules are changing. 


# SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
x 23-Dec. 21) Family dis- 
cussions will this week 

reveal surprising business or finan- 
cial ideas. Someone close may wish 
to change jobs or begin a new career 
path. Both are positive but will take 
longer to finalize than anticipated: 
offer meaningful advice and watch 
for slow advancement. Later this 
week, a potential love affair may 
fade into’ friendship. After 
Thursday, romantic attraction will 
require extra sensitivity and diplo- 
macy. Pay attention to minor com- 


ments, hints or gestures. 
"6 22-Jan. 20) Over the next 
five days, official docu- 
ments may trigger tensions or pro- 
vide misinformation. Areas affected 
are governmental permissions, legal 
regulations or the public policy of 
large corporations. Changing work- 
place rules are worthwhile but slow- 
ly established: remain patient and 
thoroughly check all sources. 


CAPRICORN = (Dec. 


help, but he does watch E! 

“T've never seen Queer Eye, but 
I sometimes watch E! because Joan 
Rivers and her daughter are hystical. 
I think they are both senile,” Wahl 
said. 

Like many fashion picks of the 
past, comfort is the most important 
factor in the decision of what to wear 
for Wahl. 

“The important factor is if I feel 
comfortable or not. Comfort is the 
prize.” 


ee 


Tim McCall photo 
Today, a casual and comfortable 


Wahl, and tomorrow ? 


Wednesday through Saturday, a 
friend or lover from the past may 
reappear and demand answers. 
Don't hesitate: lingering social 
attachments need to fade. 


AN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WGA Feb. 19) An unexpected 

attraction may this week 
emotionally challenge a long-term 
relationship. Over the next few 
days, loved ones may doubt their 
own. self-worth: if possible, avoid 
publicly reacting to new flirtations 
or subtle social overtures. Single 
Aquarians can expect several com- 
peting invitations. If so, stay bal- 
anced and wait for subtle clues from 
romantic partners. After Friday, 
home roles may be quickly rede- 
fined. Pay close attention to 


requests from family members. 
March 20) Passionate 


| 7 dreams and shared family 


goals are highlighted over the next 
few days. After Monday, expect 
loved ones to provide detailed 
explanations of their long-term 
aspirations or emotional needs. Be 
responsive: intimacy and trust will 
soon prove rewarding. Some 
Pisceans may also change their 
romantic outlook or marital status. 
Find positive ways to blend 
lifestyles and daily routines: after 
next week loved ones will expect 
your dedication, loyalty and guid- 
ance. 


PISCES (Feb. © 20- 


tian: a cata hile CBA eK a oe A NG Prt, 9 
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College basketball is the best 
sports product going 


(KRT) 

The lights go down. Spotlights 
whisk around the arena. Dancers do 
their thing. The public address 
announcer tries to whip the crowd 
into a frenzy. 

It’s a scene commonplace 
around the NBA. The announcement 
of the home team’s starting lineup 
has become akin to a Las Vegas 
show. Which is just peachy, except 
for one thing. 

Why does it sometimes look as 
though the players 
would rather be sitting in a dentist’s 
chair? 

This is one of the problems with 
the NBA. If an organization is going 
to go to so much trouble to entertain 
15,000 fans for 2 hours, the players 
could at least drop the “I’m too cool 
for school” approach and pretend 
they’re enthusiastic about getting 
paid to play basketball. 

This is not an indictment of the 
NBA. The league features the best 
basketball players in the world and 
arguably the best athletes. But as far 
as a complete entertainment prod- 
uct, it’s only the second-best basket- 


themselves 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


Answers 


ball entity our country has to offer. 
At Cal, much of the pregame 
festivities emulate the NBA. The 
lights go down for the announce- 
ment of the Bears’ starting lineup. 
There are spotlights. The cheerlead- 
ers line up. Public address announc- 
er Ed Kleinhans tells the crowd that 
this is the lineup for the 
“Goldeeeeeennnnnnnn 
Beaaaarrrrrrsssss.” 


They hoot and holler. 

This is not to say NBA players 
don’t care or are not competitive. 
But the league is missing something. 
Tune into a college basketball game 
on TV and then immediately switch 
it to an NBA game. The decibel 
level coming from the crowd will 
almost always be higher for the col- 
lege game. 

Really, it’s hard to blame the 


better entertainment product than 
the NBA; it’s the best sports product 
going. Despite the early departures 
of players to the pros, it is filled 
with great talents that improve 
before your very eyes. 

Would the college game 
improve if some of the best players 
didn’t jump straight to the NBA or, 
“gasp,” if they actually stayed in 
college for at least three years? Of 


ie ehae course. 

difference ———_—_—_—_—_———_¢o—_—_—_—_——_——_——_ oy h at 
is they are said, college 
colic re The NCAA Tournament simply is the best = >2sketball 
kids. While ‘3 e Ae e Ps still is easier 
vs unden;. 460 WEN in sports. The single-elimination on the vere 
able that format, the unfamiliarity between teams, than the 
college the Cinderellas it’s can’t-miss TV. oars 

basketball Players 
is a busi- aren’t forced 
ness, it to pace 


isn’t to the players. The game is an 
event for them, and they get revved 
up by the fans, the students, the 
band, the cheerleaders, the rivalries 
and the competition. They jump 
around like little boys during the 
lineup essentially 
mauling each other as a method of 
getting fired up. They chest bump. 


introduction, 


NBA’s players. The season is way 
too long. It’s almost impossible to 
maintain a high level of enthusiasm 
over 82 games and six months. 
Perhaps that’s why it just seems col- 
lege players care more. Every game 
is more important because there are 
a lot fewer. 

College basketball is not only a 


A nursing gig at DHMC 
... Music fo your ears 


where 


great 


themselves because their season 
isn’t a marathon. Collegians play 
most games as if they are the most 
important ones they’Il play. 

Players on many college 
teams don’t take a seat on the bench 
at the game’s outset until they score 
their first bucket. Players are up out 
of their seats often during games, 


opportunities 


‘as memorable. 


whether it’s because the team is on a 
decisive run or a teammate convert- 
ed a big shot. 

When the same thing happens in 
the NBA, a lot of times you get the 
feeling that the players on the bench 
are merely trying to stay awake. 

The playoffs are an entirely dif- 
ferent ballgame in the NBA. Players 
play with greater urgency in the 
postseason, and the best teams are 
showcased - 

But you want to talk about a 
compelling postseason? The college 
game beats the NBA again. The 
NCAA Tournament simply is the 
best event in sports. The single- 
elimination format, the unfamiliari- 
ty between teams, the Cinderellas 
it’s can’t-miss TV. 

Consider the four regional finals 
during this year’s tournament. If 
those games were played in the 
NBA, they just wouldn’t have been 
The NCAA 
Tournament didn’t feature the very 
best basketball players in the world 
(although many will be in the NBA 


soon), but it did feature the most © 


entertaining basketball in the world. 


AND $10,000 in 


Student Loan Forgiveness ore just the beginning. 


1. False. Vitale coached the Detroit Pistons in 


the 1978-79 season and for 12 games of the 
1979-1980 season. 


2. Walter Alston - he managed the team when it 
moved to Los Angeles before retiring in 1976. 
(Alston won seven National League pennants in 


his 23-year tenure as Dodgers manager. In 
1955, he led Brooklyn to the pennant and its 
only World Series championship). 


3.) Frank Robinson, first with the Cincinnati 
Reds in 1961, then with the Baltimore Orioles, in 


1966. 


4.) Boxer Jake LaMotta 


5.) The City College of New York was the dual 


champion in 1950. 


Every New Graduate 
nurse hired between 
now and june 30, 
2005 receives an 
iPod®. And if you 
think that's cool ... 


just wait. 


learn more at — 
www.newgradnursing.com 


4m, DARTMOUTH-HITCHCOCK MEDICAL CENTER 


New Hampshire's Only Academic Medical Center 
Lebanon, New Hampshire » nursejobs@hitchcock.org 
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Baylor’s 
victory in 
Women’s 
tourney 
gives hope 


to the 


have-nots 


(KRT) 

Ste eLOUIS-; The 2005 
women’s Final Four could be 
remembered as a _ defining 
moment in shaping the identity 
of women’s college basketball. 
The teams in the final broke the 
mold of traditional powers tak- 
ing center stage, while the pow- 
ers behind the scene worked to 
give the women’s tournament an 
identity more distinguishable 
from the men. 

Missing from Tuesday’s final 
were Tennessee and Connecticut, 
either of which had won eight of 
the past 10 women’s NCAA 
Tournaments. In their places 
were Baylor and Michigan State, 
two programs reborn just five 
years ago on parallel paths of 
success. Given the two teams’ 
ability to come back from big 
deficits, the biggest disappoint- 
ment of the Final Four was the 
ease with which Baylor handled 
the Spartans in an 84-62 victory. 
Still, the road to prominence 
only appears easy. 

“You better be at a school 


"ESPN.com photo 
Baylor Head Coach Kim Mulkey- 
Robertson celebrates with her team 
after winnng Baylor first women’s 
basketball the national title. 


that has an athlet- 
ic director and an 
administration 
that will give you 
what you want 
them to give you: 
most importantly 
time to build a 
program and give 
you the 
resources,” said 
Baylor coach Kim 
Mulke¥y  - 
Robertson, 
took over a. team 
that finished 7-20 
the season before 
her arrival. 
“Secondly, you 
better go hire a 
staff that will roll 
their sleeves up 
and make you 
look good and 
understand what 
you have to do in 
recruiting to go 
out and build. You 
can’t go out after 


who 


the McDonald’s 
All-Americans. 
YBIO}. UW 
got to 


go after sleepers and 
beat the bushes and 
find those players.” 
All-America for- 
ward Sophia Young is 
a case in point. A 
native of St. Vincent, 
West Indies, Young 
played high school 
basketball in 
Louisiana and caught 
the attention of the 
father of Jennifer 
Roberts, one of 
Mulkey-Robertson’s 
assistants. They took 
a look and signed her 
before anyone had a 
chance. She scored 26 
points in the title 
game and was named 
the tournament’s 
most valuable play- 
Ch VOUS < is eran 
exception on the 
Baylor roster, 


3 


where 11 of the 14 players are 
from Texas. 

“We just won a national 
championship with not one kid 
on the roster that was recruited 
by the powers that be,” Mulkey- 
Robertson said. “And that gives 
hope to all of us that are trying to 
build a program.” 

Young is a junior, which 
means the Bears have the poten- 
tial to return to the Final Four 
next year in Boston. Mulkey- 
Robertson hedged, though, when 
asked whether Baylor would be 
the next dynasty. 

“No, man, I live day-to-day,” 
she said. “This profession, it 
wears on you. I love what I do. I 
have a passion for what I do. We 
have a lot of young players. We 
only lose three seniors, two of 
those get significant time, but we 
have a returning nucleus of play- 
ers that aren’t going to go away, 
and they sure did like the way it 


felt when that buzzer went off.” 

With new faces on the court 
could come a new identity for 
the tournament. After years of 
living in the shadow of the men’s 
tournament, the NCAA women’s 
basketball committee has tried to 
establish a model for success 
distinct from the men. Among 
the changes they have made are: 

Moving the women’s selec- 
tion show to Monday, from 
Sunday: The switch avoids the 
possibility that ESPN’s other 
programming will run overtime, 
which it has in the past few 
years, and gives the women a 
night on which they'll have no 
basketball competition. 

Sue Donohoe of the women’s 
basketball committee noted that 
the move was the idea of ESPN, 
which broadcasts all of the 
women’s tournament games. 
“When your partner says, ‘Let us 
take this and let us give it the 


For complete player and coach information regarding 
2005 NECC baseball team visit www.necc.mass.edu 
and head to the athletic department homepage to 
download the complete 2005 NECC Media Guide. 


exposure that it needs,’ that’s 
when the committee felt like, 
‘Let’s take that step.’” 

Launching a “branding initia- 
tive.” Donohoe said the commit- 
tee polled players, coaches and 
fans, asking them, “Tell us what 
basketball 
unique, what sets women’s bas- 
ketball aside.” They identified 
sportsmanship, role models, 
community involvement and fun- 
damental play, then passed along 
that message to coaches at all 
levels. 

“We asked them to take part 
in delivering that message, so 


makes women’s 


that hopefully we can build some 
equity in our brand and we can 
distinguish ourselves in the mar- 
ketplace,” Donohoe said. 
“Certainly our measurable out- 
come for that will be (increased) 
attendance.” 
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Photo Essay _ 


Baseball team starts strong 


NECC team 
ranked 13th in 


division three 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex Community 
College baseball team left behind the 
sunny weather in Florida and returned 


home to start playing more local oppo-° 


nents. They started the season as true 
"road warriors.” 

They were scheduled to play 13 
straight games, including the eight 
games in Florida. Mother nature has 
canceled three of those games, the final 
two games of the Florida trip March 
17 and the April 2 match-up with 
Manchester. Returning from Florida 
was a respectful 4-2 record; the 
Knights began to prepare for the fight 
that is division III region XXI baseball. 
Northern Essex began that fight with 
four straight road games. 

The Knights opened locally on the 
road against the Community College 
of Rhode Island, a top division II team, 
March 30. Despite a tough played 
game and a good pitching performance 
from Ryan Mooradian, the Knights 
dropped this one to CCRI 3-2. 

Looking to rebound from the tough 
loss against CCRI, the Knights traveled 
to Massasoit to face a team that played 
in the nationals a year ago 

Chris Anderson was on the hill for 
the Knights, and pitched outstanding. 
Anderson had a no-hitter going into the 
eighth inning. Northern Essex scored 
four runs on 13 hits and beat Massasoit 
41. 

With the win behind them the team 
then turned its attention toward Dean 
April 7. Mooradian took the hill and 
pitched another gem allowing one run, 


uneamed, on three hits while walking 
two and recording 12 of the games first 
15 outs by way of the K through five 
innings of work. The Knights put up 
11 runs on 17 hits in support of 
Mooradian and walked away with a 
win 11-1. 

Looking to continue their winning 
ways the Knights prepared to head to 
Bunker Hill Community College but 
the game was canceled by Bunker Hill 


*- due to team issues. 


"Their coach quit because he was 
having trouble with the off the field 
disciple of his players. He had players 
flunking and not going to class," said 
Head coach Kerry Quinlan. "My guys 
wonder why I ride them so hard, why 
we have study hall every week to make 
sure that they are doing their class 
work but we had a meeting with the 
coach of Northeastern over the week- 
end and we have two players looking 
to go to Northeastern next year and one 
[player] the year after that." 

The Knights stand at 6-3 and have 
gained some position points in NJCAA 
division III rankings. Northern Essex 
is currently ranked #13 in the national 
poll and is ranked #1 in the region. 

"This is the first time in school his- 
tory that the team has been ranked this 
high, and with a good week, I expect us 
to rise even higher," said coach 
Quinlan 

"We are playing solid baseball all 
the way around right now," said assis- 
tant coach Ray McDonald. "We have a 
.320 team batting average, have played 
error free baseball, committing only 
four errors in the nine games that we 
have played and as expected the pitch- 
ing has been stellar. Coming into the 
season we had no doubts about our 
pitching and were confidant in our 
offence and defense, but the whole 
team has really come on strong at the 
plate and playing error free baseball is 
always a welcomed surprise." 


during batting practice. 


Matt McGuire makes the most out of every pitch 


And of course the team is looking 
forward to playing some games that are 
a little closer to home. 

"Our guys are ready for a home 
game. They are starting to get sick of 
all this travel and can not wait to play a 
game closer to home," said McDonald. 

The Knights next game will be 
April 14 when they host Southern 
Maine at 4 p.m. The Knights then hit 
the road again for a short two game 


_toad trip heading to Gateway April 16 


and Roxbury April 20, followed by a 
two game home stand with Roxbury 
coming to town April 21 and then 
Mass Bay April 23. 

The Knights then have two big 
games against rival Quinsigamond, 
away April 25 and home April 26. 
There iswscheduled to be a "tailgate 
party" held before and during the April 
26 game by, athletic director Sue 
MacAvoy, who is hoping it will bring 
people out to support the baseball 
team. 

"This is really for the fans. We are 
doing this to bring some people out to 
the games. Unlike basketball games 
that do not start until 7 p.m., meaning 
people have to wait around campus for 
five hours, the baseball games start at 
3:30 and we want people to wander 
down to watch," MacAvoy said. 

But why hold the "tailgate party" 
this far into the season and not at the 
home opener? 

"We wanted to wait a few home 
games so people would realize that we 
had a baseball team and that the season 
was in full swing plus Quinsigamond is 
always a tough team so this will be a 
great game." 


All photos by 
Ryan McAskill 
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Thankful to be on thier own baseball field, the NECC baseball team eagerly 
waits for practice pick up. 
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Waldo R. Solano takes his hacks during batting practice. 


eo 


Assistant Coach Kerry Quinlan ‘offered 
player who could hit the coach while he | 
tracker during batting practice. 


as 


Taking matters into his own hands, Head Coach Kerry 
Quinlan works the field before the home opener. 


